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Wednesday, November 30
Set-up for Bazaar, 9:00 a.m.-?






Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.

Thursday, December 1

Worship and Music Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 2 

Christmas Bazaar, 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and the North Pole Diner






will serve a light tasty lunch and dinner until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 3

Christmas Bazaar, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and the North Pole Diner






will serve a light tasty lunch.






Breakfast with Santa, 9:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.  Call the Church 






Office to sign up.

Thursday, December 8

Messenger deadline, 3:00 p.m.

Bread of Life Dinner, 5:00 p.m.






Social Ministry Committee, 6:00 p.m.

Friday, December 9

Fellowship Hall reserved 12-9:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 10

Fellowship Hall reserved 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Monday, December 12

Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 14
Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.






Church Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 17

Kathryn’s Kloset, 9:00-11:15 a.m.



IN OUR AREA

Saturday, December 3
New & Used Book Drive, Christ UMC, across from the Library, 

9 am to Noon.  Held by Friends of the Priestley Forsyth Memorial Library.
Tuesday, December 6
Annual Christmas Candlelight Service, Weber Chapel Auditorium,


Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, 7:30 p.m.
SUN Home Hospice Tree Lighting Ceremony, 6:00 p.m.

Front Street Station, Northumberland
Friday, December 8 to
Ten Thousand Villages, Fair Trade Festival, Mellon Lounge,

Saturday, December 10
Degenstein Campus Center, Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, 

9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
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St. John’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church

         570-473-3770

    sjelc300@ptd.net

                                       This Sunday at St. John’s
December 4, 2011

2nd  Sunday in Advent
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
Next Sunday at St. John’s

December 11, 2011

3rd Sunday in Advent  
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion



Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music
A Journey Through Advent











The Christmas story does not begin with a baby lying in a manger.  Nor with wise men from the East following a bright star in the sky.


	


It begins “in the beginning” with the creation of all things.  That’s because the manger is part of a much larger story – the story of God’s loving interaction with the world He sets into motion.





Have you noticed that after the Creator speaks the world into existence, the narrative takes a dark turn?  A disastrous choice is made:  Adam and Eve indulge their desire for the fruit of knowledge of good and evil, and their sin corrupts all of creation.  But even amid sin, there is hope.  From the very moment of the Fall, God has already begun working His plan to redeem humanity.   For thousands of years, He acts through the events of history and speaks through the prophets, setting the stage for the glory and wonder of the manger.





And then all is silent.





No more prophecy is given.  For 600 years, creation waits in anticipation.   Then at last, when all hope begins to fade, a child is born in the most humble of circumstances.   The salvation of the world is wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a lowly feed trough.   It is the arrival of this salvation that we celebrate during the Advent season.   We remember how humanity waited and yearned for God’s redemption of all that was lost in the garden.





As a young child in the days prior to Christmas we were giddy with the anticipation of physical gifts.  	As we mature there is still a measure of that emotion, of course, but we’ve also come to understand that the birth of Jesus is the gift to which all others point.  





And so, as we prepare our hearts and homes for Christmas, it is my prayer that you may experience the hope of the patriarchs, the anticipation of the prophets and the joy of the shepherds who saw the promised child, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.      





											Jim Daly


											Excerpt taken from


											Focus on the Family        











          WORLD AIDS DAY


         DECEMBER 1st 








In John 11:1-45, we hear the story of the raising of Lazarus.  This resurrection miracle inspired many to become followers of Jesus.    This story has become a source of hope for people suffering from the effects of HIV and AIDS.   AIDS has claimed the lives of more than 25 million people worldwide.   More than 12 million children have lost a parent to AIDS.





But amid the sobering realities of HIV and AIDS, there is cause for great hope.  HIV is preventable and treatable.   Being HIV-positive is no longer a death sentence.  Antiretroviral treatment has saved millions of lives around the world, allowing people to continue caring for their children and contributing to their communities, and preventing the transmission of HIV from mother to child.





The ELCA has a comprehensive strategy for responding to HIV and AIDS in our local communities and in partnership with neighbors around the globe by:





~    bringing health care to underserved  


      communities


~    supporting HIV-prevention programs


~    caring for orphaned children


~    advocating for critical programs like the  


      Ryan White Care Act, PEPFAR and the 


      Global Fund, all of which make lifesaving 


      HIV and AIDS treatment available to people 


      in need


~    working to reduce conditions of poverty 


      and marginalization that contribute to the 


      spread of AIDS.





Learn more about the strategies of the ELCA, stories, or how to donate money at elca.org/aids.














O CHRISTMAS TREE, O CHRISTMAS TREE








If you would like to help make someone’s holiday a little brighter, 


please help undecorate the Mitten Tree, located in the rear of the 


sanctuary.  This year we will be helping four families.   One family 


lost everything in the flood this year; two of the families are grand-


parents raising their grandchildren; and one family has an autistic child.   Also this year, the El Rancho will again be providing a turkey for each family.    Items need to be returned to the church by Sunday, December 18th.   Please attach the tag to the gift.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jacki Cunningham at 701-1055.











Social Ministry has decorated the Birthright Tree, located in the Memorial Room. Items also need to be returned to the church by Sunday, December 18th along with the gift tag.  As always, on Christmas Eve during the Family Worship Service children may bring gifts for Birthright wrapped in white tissue to the altar.





Your talent 


is God’s gift 


to you.  What 


you do with 


it is your gift 


back to God.





     


Daily Scripture Readings





November 30	Matthew 4:18-22


December 1		Philippians 2:5-11


December 2		Revelation 21:1-6


December 3		Isaiah 11:1-6


December 4		Psalm 25:1-15


December 5		Hebrews 2:10-18


December 6		Isaiah 7:10-14


December 7		John 10:22-30


December 8		John 10:11-16


December 9		Hebrews 4:14-16


December 10	Exodus 3:13-15


December 11	Acts 4:5-12


December 12	1 Timothy 6:11-16


December 13	1 John 1:5-10


December 14	1 Timothy 2:1-6








 MEMBERS: Catherine Broome; Mack Fleming; Carol Diehl; Mike Gautsch; Michael Ray.





PRAYER REQUEST:  


Sandy Northrup; Bob Taylor; Kathleen Murray; LaRue Kratzer; Gerald Whitman;


Logan Williams; Cheryl Reitz; Catherine Miller; Lynn Lowry; Stephen Ippolito; James Gordon; Dennis Shaffer; Angie Ray; John Conrad; Georgena Smith; Margie Honsing; Daniel Lyons; Beverly Windus; Betty Leitzel; Marlyn Deihl; Carol Moyer; Kay Drake; Bill Teisher; John Snyder; Mary Erdley; Irene Olley; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Ed and Jane DeGand; Lauren Reitz; Cassandra Reichenbach; Darvin Straub; Lisa Forbes; Jim Kline; Tanner Shovlin.  





HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:


Jeff Robinson; Elaine Kohl; Betty Hetrick; Romayne Hoffman; Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Jan Albertson; Frances Rohrbach; June Seebold; John Kistner; Margaret Rantz; Linda Ramsey; Cindy Stroh; Margaret Bright; Terry Walker; Phyllis Gordon; Joshua Gordon; Frances Hoffman; Harold  Reid; Ruth  Ramer; Joyce Shearer; Tina Pontius; Bob Wallace; Nancy Hendricks; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Hoffman; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Shirley Wolfe; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill.            





Pray for our military


Kale Gallo; Tom Stover














Attendance for November 20, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 59    10:15 a.m.  Service – 53  


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received:  $2528.07 





Attendance for November 27, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service –43    10:15 a.m.  Service – 69 


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $4974.00











CHRISTMAS BAZAAR





Friday, December 2


9 a.m. to 7 p.m.


	


Saturday, December 3


9 a.m. to 2 p.m.





The Elves have been busy making crafts and putting together gift baskets. We also have a selection of Longaberger Baskets and Boyds.   Check out Santa’s Sweet Treats Shoppe for homemade cookies and candies.  Santa’s Secret Shop will be open for children to pick out that special gift for loved ones. The North Pole Diner will also be serving a tasty light lunch and dinner. Diner will close at 6:00 p.m. on Friday evening.   Proceeds benefit: ELCA Disaster Relief, the Carol Main Scholarship Fund, and St. John’s.


**************************************************


Breakfast with Santa


Saturday, December 3


                                                         9:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.


$2.50 Children    $3.50 Adults


Call Church Office, 473-3770, to sign up











                      To our friends at St. John’s





We want to let you know how much we appreciate your concern while we were in the hospital and during our recuperation.  It meant so much to us and your kind words in cards and phone calls, visits, and prayers really made a difference.  A special thanks to Pastor and Peggy for their prayers, encouragement and comfort during this challenging time.   Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and your friendship.


                                  Jeff and Laurie Robinson
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?








THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES





Focusing on the names of Jesus, one for each letter of the alphabet, Jesus, the name above all names, is the heart of our faith, worship and witness.





The Alpha and Omega


A Righteous Branch


Our Wonderful Counselor


Our Deliverer


Emmanuel – God with Us


Our Everlasting Father


Our Good Shepherd


Our Great High Priest


The Great I Am


No Other Name but Jesus


A Different Kind of King


The Light of Our World


Our Only Mediator


A Nazarene


The One and Only


The Prince of Peace


A Quickening Spirit


Our Blessed Redeemer


Savior of the World


A Teacher with Authority


God’s Unspeakable Gift


The Virgin’s Son


The Word Has Come


The Christ (Xristos)





PROFITS BUY ANIMALS





All bills have been paid and all 


money deposited from our October 


Fishing Tournament.   The profit in 


round numbers was $625.  This will be used to purchase the following animals from ELCA God’s Global Barnyard:  2 Alpacas - $350.00; 4 goats - $200.00; 1 pig - $30.00 and 40 chicks - $40.00.  Goats, pigs, and chicks are familiar to all of use, but do you know anything about the Alpacas?   Some facts for you – the soft fleece of an Alpaca can be made into colorful clothing, bedding and rugs that are much warmer and softer than those made from sheep’s wool.  These products sell for a high price at the market. And, since Alpacas have a long life span, a family can depend on this steady source of income for 20 years or more.  What a great investment return, don’t you think?





Thanks to all of you who made this possible.





		        Social Ministry Committee


 





CHECK IT OUT








