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From The Pastor
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PART ONE
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OUR VETERANS



Sunday, October 30th was Reformation Sunday, and here at St. John’s we also confirm our 3rd year confirmation class.  Following the 10:15 service we also hold a luncheon to honor our confirmands and their families which is free to all our members who sign up to attend.  Marlin’s Sub Shop provides the hoagies for this event along with their home-made mayonnaise, onions and hot peppers that you can add as you like.  Our ladies make homemade macaroni salad that is accompanied by apple sauce, potato chips, and cake.  It is a great opportunity to fellowship with one another and meet the newest confirmed members of our congregation.  This year Emily Bogovich, Jacob Hite, and Derek Menges were confirmed.

            PART TWO
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A couple of years ago we held a family game night in the Fellowship Hall.  Participants were asked to bring their favorite games and attendees could unite into the competition to just have fun.  I am proposing that we do this again after all the holidays are over and we need to unwind from all the hustle and bustle required to get ready for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years.  I am proposing Sunday, January 15th, with a snow date of Sunday, January 22nd.  Let’s get together for an afternoon of fun beginning at 1:30 so we have time to get home and change into more comfortable clothes.  Bring your favorite snack and a 2-liter bottle of soda or juice to share.  We have the popcorn machine, the coffee maker, and there may be hot dogs still in the freezer that we can raid.

The games can be anything from card games to board games.  If someone wants to bring a Wii we can have bowling tournaments just like that in the picture to the right from the recent Fishing Tournament.  And if there are other games out there that you find fun to play and are seeking friendly competition, just bring them along.  If interest contact the church office at 473-3770 to sign up and list what you might bring as a snack and a game.  You will not be held to that, but it may give others signing up some idea of what they might just get to enjoy with you and others.

Rev. Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.
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                                                EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S


Thursday, November 3

Worship & Music Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, November 7

Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 8

Blood Drive, 1-6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 9

Church Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 10

Messenger deadline, 3:00 p.m.

Bread of Life, 5:00 p.m.






Social Ministry Committee, 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 13

Deadline to order poinsettias for Christmas

Wednesday, November 16
Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.


IN OUR AREA

Saturday, November 5
New & Used Book Drive, Christ UMC, across from the Library, 9 am to 
Noon.  Held by Friends of the Priestley Forsyth Memorial Library.
Saturday, November 5
2nd Annual Fair Trade Fair St. Matthew, Bloomsburg, from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Proceeds will benefit Lutheran World Relief, AGAPE of Bloomsburg, and global artisans and farmers.  
Sunday, November 5
United In Christ, West Milton, is holding a Fair Trade Fair and Bake Sale from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the church, located on Churches Road, 2 ½ miles west of West Milton.  

Sunday, November 6        
Veteran’s Day Concert, The Susquehanna Valley Youth Chorale presents a commemorative patriotic Veterans Day Youth Benefit Concert, at 3:00 p.m. at the Milton Area High School Auditorium. 

Monday, November 14
Deadline to register for “Front Porchin” Evangelism Workshop, to be held on Saturday, November 19th at Christ Lutheran Church,


Milton from 9 a.m-3 p.m.  Sponsored by the Upper Susquehanna Synod.
Thursday, November 17   
Chicken Pot Pie Dinner, Grace Lutheran Church, Spruce St., Sunbury, 4-6:00 p.m.  Dinner is $8 for adult; $4 for children.
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St. John’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church

         570-473-3770

    sjelc300@ptd.net

                                       This Sunday at St. John’s
November 6, 2011

All Saints Sunday
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion

1:00 p.m. Quiet Communion
Next Sunday at St. John’s

November 13, 2011

Honoring Veterans
8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service


Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music













HARVEST HOME


Sunday, November 20th 





Once again we need to be thankful for our many blessings and share our bounty with others. We will be celebrating Harvest Home by decorating our Chancel area with canned and non-perishable food, to be taken to our local Food Pantry at Sixth and King Streets in Northumberland. Please bring your gift to the church on or before November 18th.








      SUNDAY


NOVEMBER 20TH 





         11:15 A.M.





Agenda items include 2012 budget; election of council members, church sanctuary door replacement.     Please plan to attend. 





November 5 - Turn your clocks back ONE HOUR Saturday night. Eastern Standard time begins Sunday, November 6th.








Susquehanna University Central America Service Adventure








The 2011 SU CASA (Susquehanna University Central America Service 


Adventure) Team will again be hand-carrying items much needed by the 


urban and rural poor of Nicaragua and Costa Rica.  Since the program’s 


inception in January 1999, 304 members of the Susquehanna University 


community have served and studied for two weeks in Central America, 


delivering a combined total of more than $650,000 in materials and donor-


designated cash gifts, and contributing at least 16,000 hours of volunteer 


labor.   We will continue this expression of solidarity when we return to 


those countries December 31, 2011 – January 14, 2012.





The items our friends in Central America have asked to bring are listed below.   If you would like to donate, please get the items to Brenda Herbert by December 4.    Thank you.





Please consider donating any of the following items.





We are undertaking various construction and educational projects,


as well as providing pharmaceuticals and staff for free medical clinics.


The total cost of supplies for these projects is $13,000.


Cash contributions are welcome and are used to purchase supplies and medicines.





Over the counter products:





	vitamins for adults and children			anti-fungal creams


	cough drops						acetaminophen (child and adult – tablets only)


	cold and allergy tablets				antibiotic creams


	kids’ cough and cold remedies			pepto bismol (tablets only)


	aspirin							ibuprofen (child and adult)


	Pedialyte (powder only)				naproxen sodium


	low-dose aspirin					fungal cream (like tolnaftate or clotrimazole)


	triple antibiotic cream				lice shampoo


	hydrocortisone cream				Tums or Rolaids type medicine


	urinalysis strips					band aids


	pregnancy tests





Other items that are needed:





	shorts for boys (12-20 years old)			toothpaste


	shorts for girls (12-28 years old)			notebooks (70 sheets)


	shorts for kids (6-8 years old)			pens


	t-shirts						colored paper


	socks							glue


	towels





Laptop computers, less than 5 years old


(sorry, we can’t use desktop PC’s)





They Did Their Share





On Veteran’s Day we honor�Soldiers who protect our nation.�For their service as our warriors,�They deserve our admiration.


Some of them were drafted;�Some were volunteers;�For some it was just yesterday;�For some it’s been many years;


In the jungle or the desert,�On land or on the sea,�They did whatever was assigned�To produce a victory.


Some came back; some didn’t.�They defended us everywhere.�Some saw combat; some rode a desk;�All of them did their share.


No matter what the duty,�For low pay and little glory,�These soldiers gave up normal lives,�For duties mundane and gory.


Let every veteran be honored;�Don’t let politics get in the way.�Without them, freedom would have died;�What they did, we can’t repay.


We owe so much to them,�Who kept us safe from terror,�So when we see a uniform,�Let’s say "thank you" to every wearer.


                           By Joanna Fuchs








Richard Berry III 		Brent Litchard


Harold Billman		Lewis Litchard


Todd Billman			Douglas Manning


William Brennen		Michael McWilliams


Leonard Broome		Robert K. Mertz


William Brungard		Larry Miller


Harold Diehl			Kenneth Reigle


Michael Erdley		David Roush, Sr.


Thurston Fulmer		Edward Saxman


Joseph Gebhardt		The Rev. Adrian Shearer


Rusty Haddon		Gregory Seal


Russell Haddon III		Robert Seebold


Richard Herrold		David Shipe


Jack B. Hetrick		Jason Smeltz


Jack K. Hetrick		Gary Steiner


Daniel Hoffman		Robert Stuck


Franklin Hoffman		Louis VanGilder


Nathan Kearney		Terry Walker


James Kiger			Harold Wiand


Glen Kreitzer








VETERAN’S DAY


NOVEMBER 11TH























Mark your calendars--


Our Christmas Bazaar and Breakfast with Santa


 is coming up!!!





Friday, December 2 


 9 a.m. –7 p.m.





Saturday, December 3


 9 a.m. –2 p.m.








HELP WANTED – Santa needs lots of elves and has many positions to fill for this holiday season. No experience required. You may choose your own hours for this job and even the department for which you are best suited.





We need stock clerks to help set up (and tear down). If you have a flair for decorating, perhaps you would be best suited to help the day of our set-up to arrange our merchandise. Cashier tables are positioned in our craft area, in addition to our Santa’s Sweet Treats Shoppe and North Pole Diner.  Wait staff will be responsible for serving the “Breakfast with Santa”.  The work-shop for the children will be manned with elves that can assist the youngsters with their “secret” shopping.  Gift wrappers can share their talent by putting the finishing-touches on the gifts.  





As you can see, the “work” is not difficult, you pick when you want to come, what you want to do, and how long you stay.  And the rewards are great!! You will enjoy a time of fellowship, have fun and help those who will benefit from the Bazaar proceeds: ELCA Disaster Relief, Carol Main Scholarship Fund, and St. John’s.





See Jamie Feaster or call her at 473-8942 to schedule your Elf time.





ATTENTION !!!!





Due to a change in our poinsettia supplier, deadline to order Christmas poinsettias will be Sunday, November 13th.   If you would like to place an order to adorn our sanctuary on Christmas Eve, please use the order form found at the end of this Messenger.  Price for poinsettias is $6.00 each, colors are red and white.   As always, you may purchase flowers on your own to place in the sanctuary, and presentation information may be submitted to the Church Office by December 18th to be included in the presentation booklet.





                                         IN REMEMBRANCE


				


George Campbell


				June Hudock


				Genevieve Pfeiffer


				Agnes Sees


				Mary Treon


				Cheryl Yeager





	                     MEMBERS: Catherine Broom; Mack Fleming;  Laurie  Robinson; Jeff Robinson; Carol Diehl; Mike Gautsch; Michael Ray.





PRAYER REQUEST:  


Stephen Ippolito; James Gordon; Dennis Shaffer;


Angie Ray; John Conrad; Georgena Smith; Margie Honsing; Daniel Lyons; Jane Herman;  Beverly Windus; Kaitlyn Manley; Betty Leitzel; Marlyn Deihl; Carol Moyer; Kay Drake; Bill Teisher; John Snyder; Mary Erdley; Irene Olley; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Ed and Jane DeGand; Lauren Reitz;  Cassandra Reichenbach; Darvin Straub; Lisa Forbes; Jim Kline; Tanner Shovlin.  





HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:


Elaine Kohl; Betty Hetrick; Romayne Hoffman; Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Jan Albertson; Frances Rohrbach; June Seebold; John Kistner, Margaret Rantz; Linda Ramsey; Cindy Stroh;  Margaret Bright; Terry Walker; Phyllis Gordon; Joshua Gordon; Frances Hoffman; Harold  Reid; Ruth  Ramer; Joyce Shearer; Tina Pontius; Bob Wallace; Nancy Hendricks; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Hoffman; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Shirley Wolfe; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill.            





Pray for our military


Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover











Daily Scripture Readings





November 2		Philippians 1:1-2


November 3		Philippians 1:3-7


November 4		Philippians 1:8-11


November 5		Philippians 1:12-14


November 6		Philippians 1:15-18


November 7		Philippians 1:19-26


November 8		Philippians 1:27-30


November 9		Philippians 2:1-11


November 10	Romans 1:16-17


November 11	Romans 8:31-39


November 12	Philippians 2:12-13


November 13	Philippians 2:14-18


November 14	Philippians 2:19-24


November 15	Philippians 2:25-30


November 16	Philippians 3:1-7











Please note: This is the only time this form will appear in our newsletter this year.





                     Christmas Poinsettia Order Form


                                   


Christmas poinsettias may be ordered by completing this order form. The form, along with payment, may be placed in the offering plate (using one of the pink envelopes, please mark it “Christmas Flowers”) or can be dropped off at the church office, or mailed to the church.   Please make checks payable to: St. John’s Lutheran Church.


Orders must be received by 11/13/11





                  


$6.00 each





                                  Qty _____ RED                       Qty _____ WHITE                     


                                                   





Total Paid _________  Check # _________ Cash____________





Given By: _______________________________________________





In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________





                         ______________________________________________________________________





In Honor of: ______________________________________________________________________





                      ______________________________________________________________________





To the Glory of God _______________________________________________________________________




















Attendance for October 23, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 39    10:15 a.m.  Service – 59 


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received:  $3162.25 





Attendance for October 30, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 27   10:15 a.m.  Service – 61 


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $1820.00
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WELCA  WORK SESSION





A WELCA work session for the Christmas Bazaar will be held on Monday, November 7th at 6:00 P.M.   Anyone who can help is welcome.





FISHING TOURNAMENT UPDATE





Unfortunately our fish overslept and were late arriving, but the slow start in the morning turned into a great afternoon.   The fish were really biting and many were caught.  One five year old had a bag with five fish caught – one for each year!  


	Our profit is upwards of $640.00 and we will publish the exact amount and what kind of animals will be purchased from God’s Barnyard in a future Messenger.


	Also a very BIG THANK YOU to all you folks that helped make this year such a great success.   Without your help, we could not accomplish this, but with working together, great things can be accomplished.  





Our sincere and grateful thanks to you all,


					


                Social Ministry Committee


 





When troubles come





	Have you noticed that things often seem to fall apart all at once? It could be a string of financial setbacks. First the refrigerator goes out, then the car won’t start and next the roof starts leaking. Or maybe our relationships break down or our career unravels.


	What can we do when hardships threaten to overwhelm us? Peanuts character Charlie Brown said, “I only dread one day at a time.” But we can do better than that. 


	We can take a deep breath, cling to God’s hand and keep walking, knowing that our heavenly Father is always with us.














      In Memory of Cheryl Yeager


    By Stephanie and James Baylor








