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EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S
Monday, July 4

Office Closed – Independence Day
Thursday, July 7

Messenger deadline, 2:30 p.m.

Monday, July 11

Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 13
Church Council, 7:00p.m.

Thursday, July 14

Bread of Life, 5-6:00 p.m.





Social Ministry, 6:00 p.m. – Planning Fishing Tournament


IN OUR AREA

Sunday, July 3
Sunday Brunch In The Park, Shikellamy Marina, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.




Keeley’s & Lux Bridges

Sunday, July 3
Pineknotter Vesper Service, 7:00 p.m., King Street Park, Northumberland


ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER (USPS-515-660) is published biweekly, annually, by 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.

Periodical postage paid at Northumberland, PA.

POSTMASTER: Send address change to St. John’s Messenger, 

300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.
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Volume 91, Issue 12                     


           St. John’s Evangelical 

               Lutheran Church

                     570-473-3770

                    sjelc300@ptd.net


     This Sunday at St. John’s

July 3  

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 
  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion


  Next Sunday at St. John’s

July 10
8:00 a.m. Worship Service 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service 



Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon
Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music 















It has been a long time since the church pictorial directory was printed and many of our member’s addresses have changed.    Make arrangements to pick up your updated copy of addresses by calling the Church Office.























“And so my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country. My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man.”


		John F. Kennedy





Daily


Scripture Readings





June 29	2 Corinthians 5:17-21


June 30	Matthew 24:36-44


July 1		1 Corinthians 1:28-31


July 2		John 10:1-5, 27-30


July 3		Exodus 20:8-11


July 4		Romans 8:1-2


July 5		Genesis 7:11-16


July 6		2 Corinthians 5:3-7


July 7		John 20:30-31


July 8		Exodus 15:1-13


July 9		Hebrews 12:1-2


July 10	Jeremiah 29:10-14


July 11	Philippians 4:4-9


July 12	Joshua 4


July 13	Exodus 17:1-7	








MEMBERS:


Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Jan Albertson; Frances Rohrbach; June Seebold; John Kistner; Terry Walker.





PRAYER REQUEST: Sandy Northrup; Larry Harris; Marlyn Deihl; Carol Moyer; Kay Drake; Edna Kline; Lisa Forbes; Ray Rogers; Betty Leitzel; Bill Teisher; Ronald Inkrote; Rupert Sanders; Heidi Rettinger; John Snyder;  Mary Erdley; Irene Olley; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Ed and Jane DeGand; Lauren Reitz; Georgena Smith;  Linda Schrawder; Cassandra Reichenbach; Darvin Straub; Jim Kline.  





HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:


Catherine Broome; Elaine Kohl; Margaret Rantz; Linda Ramsey;  Cheryl  Yeager;  Cindy  Stroh;  Margaret Bright; Betty Hetrick; Romayne  Hoffman;  Phyllis Gordon;  Joshua Gordon; Frances Hoffman; Harold  Reid; Ruth  Ramer; Joyce Shearer; Tina Pontius; Bob Wallace; Nancy Hendricks; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Hoffman; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Jodi  Graybill;  Brittany Graybill; Shirley Wolfe.





               Pray for our military


Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover








�





What are the chances?


	“The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is the Lord’s alone” (Proverbs 16:33, NRSV). This comforting verse tells us that nothing happens by chance. Chance is arbitrary, accidental, un-planned and unpredictable, without cause or meaning. Sometimes chance appears to aptly describe the events and happenstance of life. 


	But Genesis to Revelation declare in unison that even chance is under God’s control. Every seemingly meaningless, random and inexplicable event plays a part in the Master’s grand design. 


	There is no luck, then. Everything has a divine purpose, though we often can’t discern it. It’s just a matter of faith. 











Attendance for June 19, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 46   10:15 a.m.  Service – 65


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $ 3612.00





Attendance for June 26, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 49     10:15 a.m.  Service – 48


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $13,531.00











…to everyone for their cards and prayers after the passing of my mother, from Cynthia and Dean Paul





…”for your thoughtfulness and generosity in giving me the beautiful cross” and being honored for my 50-year membership, from Judith Gautsch Spector








       You’re Invited





July 14th, at 6:00 p.m., the Social Ministry Committee will be holding their monthly meeting.   We will begin planning the annual fishing tournament, which will be held in October.   Anyone interested in helping plan or have any new ideas is being invited to attend our meeting.   All help is greatly appreciated in helping make this a successful event.  





Take Me Out To The Ball Game, Take Me Out With The Crowd, Buy Me Some Peanuts And Cracker Jacks…..


	


Williamsport Crosscutters


Present


All Faiths Night 2011


Monday, July 11 – 7:05 p.m. game time





Enjoy an evening of fun and baseball.








Have you read my #1 bestseller? There will be a test.


             --GOD                    





              


         Address Label





Welcome To Our Church





We use this every week in our worship, but do you really know much about our Creeds?





Statements of Belief


 Lutherans believe in the Triune God. God created and loves all of creation -- the earth and the seas and all of the world’s inhabitants. We believe that God's Son, Jesus Christ, transforms lives through his death on the cross and his new life, and we trust that God's Spirit is active in the world. ��We are part of God’s unfolding plan. When we gather for worship, we connect with believers everywhere. When we study the Bible or hear God’s word in worship, we are drawn more deeply into God’s own saving story. ��The convictions shared by Christians from many different traditions are expressed in statements of belief called creeds. ��These ecumenical creeds that Lutherans affirm and use in worship confess the faith of the church through the ages and around the world. ��The � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Statements-of-Belief/ELCA-Confession-of-Faith.aspx" �Confession of Faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America� is part of our founding � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Secretary/ELCA-Governance.aspx" �constitution�. The ELCA accepts the following creeds as true declarations of the faith of this church:


The Apostles' Creed        The Nicene Creed        The Athanasian Creed





About The Apostles' Creed


The Apostles' Creed as we now have it dates from the eighth century. But in truth its roots are in the “Old Roman Creed,” which was used in some parts of the ancient church as early as the third century. Before the Old Roman Creed, in turn, were variations rooted in the New Testament itself. While this creed does not come from the apostles (Jesus’ followers sent to share the good news), its roots are apostolic (in keeping with the teaching of the New Testament apostles). The creed describes the faith into which we are baptized and therefore is used in the rites of Baptism and Affirmation of Baptism.     





About The Nicene Creed


The Nicene Creed was first adopted by church leaders in 325 at the First Council of Nicaea. Later that century, at the Council of Constantinople (381) some minor changes were made and it was again reaffirmed at the Council of Chalcedon (451). This ecumenical creed is the most widely accepted creed in the Christian faith and it is an essential part of the doctrine and liturgy of Lutheran churches. Historically it has been used at Holy Communion on Sundays and major feasts.





About The Athanasian Creed


 This creed takes its name from Athanasius, the great theologian of the fourth century who defended Trinitarian teaching. However, the creed’s origin is uncertain, and many scholars believe that it comes from the fifth or sixth centuries because of its Western character. ��The Athanasian Creed expresses two essential elements of Christian teaching: that God's Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being with the Father; and that Jesus Christ is true God and a true human being in one person. Traditionally it is considered the "Trinitarian Creed." In many congregations it is read aloud in corporate worship on Trinity Sunday, the Sunday after Pentecost.











VBS


               Twenty-seven youth attended Vacation Bible School, Pandamania, last week. We sang, crafted had snacks and stories.    The pictures below show singing fun praise songs to the Lord and learning the messages of God’s love.





Effective June 17-August 19





The Church Office will be open the following hours:


	


Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.


                            And 


            Friday 8:30 a.m. - Noon





       LADIES WANTED !!!!





The women’s chorus will be singing on Sunday, July 3rd at the 10:15 a.m. service.  Rehearsal will be held at


9:30 a.m. Come join us and sing


to the Lord.





Music speaks what cannot be expressed, soothes the mind and gives it rest, heals the heart and makes it whole, flows from heaven to the soul.”                      � HYPERLINK "http://thinkexist.com/quotes/sent-by/santiz/" �Santiz��
�
�
�






The following information is taken from the ELCA website and can be found in our Church’s Constitution.





ELCA Confession of Faith








What we believe in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America


 





This church confesses the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


This church confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the Gospel as the power of God for the salvation of all who believe 


Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and through whose life, death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation. 


The proclamation of God's message to us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God, revealing judgment and mercy through word and deed, beginning with the Word in creation, continuing in the history of Israel, and centering in all its fullness in the person and work of Jesus Christ.


The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. Inspired by God's Spirit speaking through their authors, they record and announce God's revelation centering in Jesus Christ. Through them God's Spirit speaks to us to create and sustain Christian faith and fellowship for service in the world. 


This church accepts the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life. 


This church accepts the � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Statements-of-Belief/The-Apostles-Creed.aspx" �Apostles'�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Statements-of-Belief/The-Nicene-Creed.aspx" �Nicene�, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Statements-of-Belief/The-Athanasian-Creed.aspx" �Athanasian� Creeds as true declarations of the faith of this church. 


This church accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a true witness to the Gospel, acknowledging as one with it In faith and doctrine all churches that likewise accept the teachings of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession. 


This church accepts the other confessional writings in the Book of Concord, namely, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles and the Treatise, the Small Catechism, the Large Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, as further valid interpretations of the faith of the Church. 


This church confesses the Gospel, recorded in the Holy Scriptures and confessed in the ecumenical creeds and Lutheran confessional writings, as the power of God to create and sustain the Church for God's mission in the world.








The Confession of Faith is published in the � HYPERLINK "http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Secretary/ELCA-Governance/Constitutions-of-the-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-in-America.aspx" �Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America�.











