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EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S

Monday, July 25-29
Family Camping Trip

Monday, July 25-30
Fellowship Hall, closed for stripping and waxing

Thursday, August 4
Messenger deadline, 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 7

Reservations due for Disciple Luncheon on August 14th
Monday, August 8

Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, August 10
Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.
Church Council, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 14
Disciple Recognition Luncheon, following 10:15 a.m. service



IN OUR AREA

Thursday, August 4
Music in the Park, King Street Park, Northumberland, 7:00 p.m.





Featuring Heart of PA Chorus; rain date is August 11th.
Saturday, August 6
Lemonade Day, Second Street Community Center, Northumberland





11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 6
Outdoor summer concert featuring GOSPEL BOND, Salem Evangelical





Lutheran Church, Selinsgrove, 7:00 p.m.  Bring your own lawnchair.





Concession stand opens at 5:00 p.m.  If it rains concert will be held





indoors.
Sunday, August 7

Sunday Brunch In The Park, Shikellamy Marina, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.





Townside Garden Café, entertainment by Gift Troutman and Gift
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           St. John’s Evangelical 

               Lutheran Church

                     570-473-3770

                    sjelc300@ptd.net

     This Sunday at St. John’s

July 31 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service 


  Next Sunday at St. John’s

August 7

Companion Synod Sunday

8:00 a.m. Worship Service w/ Communion

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service w/ Communion



Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music 
From The Pastor


HELP NEEDED


Summer is here and church attendance is down as it always is every year at this time.  And that is now creating a potentially dangerous situation in our sanctuary that your Worship and Music Committee feels needs your help to prevent.  You know that all those pews are as old as our sanctuary building which was rebuilt in 1878.  For 133 years they have been drying out.  This loss of moisture, and the subsequent loss of weight has led to the distinct possibility that they might begin floating free of the floor.





If this were to happen in worship, a free-floating pew, four 


or five feet off the floor, could cause a serious injury to a 


worshipping member, or worse, a visiting guest.  And the 


Worship and Music Committee believes that even if all the 


worshippers were able to successfully dodge all the on-


coming floating pews, their evasive actions of ducking, and 


dropping to the floor would certainly disrupt the spiritual 


tranquility and solemnity of the occasion.





The Committee has been aware of this possibility for some


months now and has been considering several possible 


resolutions.  One of them they considered was using steel 


cable to anchor the pews to the bedrock which is 250 feet beneath the church’s Scout Hall.  But after receiving a cost estimate over $50,000 and considering the effect of all that cable passing through Scout Hall, this idea was abandoned.





One of our conscientious Committee members suggested that adding weights to the pews would be a better solution to the problem.  So the Committee contacted a dealer in brass bars and lead ingots, but in this economy the cost of brass and lead has been sky rocketing upward.  Pig iron was found to be cheaper, but it, like brass and lead, had a certain lifeless quality that didn’t really fit in with the whole scheme of a worshipping community.  So, the Committee began to search for a medium density object which was both sparkling and vibrant.


                                                


After months of research, sifting through all of the possibilities, the                             committee has chosen to use living bodies to weigh down the pews on a Sunday morning and keep them from floating free and hurting anyone, or becoming a distraction in worship.  Your Worship and Music Committee is asking all of our members to provide this necessary weight.  It is not a difficult thing to do, and you even have a choice of doing it at either the 8:00 a.m. or 10:15 a.m. service.  And if possible, please bring another medium density object to church with you (in the form of a friend or neighbor)!





By doing this you will be a great asset to your church and your fellow worshippers.  And what a wonderful feeling you will have knowing that by coming to worship you may be saving someone you know and love from a horrible fate.


Rev. Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.




















MEMBERS:


Michael Ray; Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Jan Albertson; Frances Rohrbach; June Seebold; John Kistner; Terry Walker.





PRAYER REQUEST: Sandy Northrup; Larry Harris; Marlyn Deihl; Carol Moyer; Kay Drake; Edna Kline; Ben Leffler; Lisa Forbes; Ray Rogers; Betty Leitzel; Bill Teisher; Janet and Bob Geise; Rupert Sanders; Heidi Rettinger; John Snyder;  Mary Erdley; Irene Olley; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Ed and Jane DeGand; Lauren Reitz; Georgena Smith;  Linda Schrawder; Cassandra Reichenbach; Darvin Straub; Jim Kline; Gretchen Brosius; Tanner Shovlin.  





HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:


Catherine Broome; Elaine Kohl; Margaret Rantz; Linda Ramsey;  Cheryl  Yeager;  Cindy  Stroh;  Margaret Bright; Betty Hetrick; Romayne  Hoffman;  Phyllis Gordon;  Joshua Gordon; Frances Hoffman; Harold  Reid; Ruth  Ramer; Joyce Shearer; Tina Pontius; Bob Wallace; Nancy Hendricks; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Hoffman; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Jodi  Graybill;  Brittany Graybill; Shirley Wolfe.





               Pray for our military


Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover
































�





The following article is part two in a series as we take a look at the history of the ELCA.





Cooperative work began with the National Lutheran Commission for Soldiers' and Sailors' Welfare in WWI.     Two chaplains in a car.





Immigration of Lutherans continued to be heavy through the first two decades of the 20th century, and the first significant merger of church bodies happened in 1917 when three ethnic Norwegian synods joined to form the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America (NLCA) and in 1918 when three ethnic German synods joined to form the United Lutheran Church in America (ULCA). With World War I taking place, the next logical step in denominational consolidation was to form a joint agency of these two large synods and other smaller ones in order to provide relief. The National Lutheran Commission had been formed in 1917 because the churches were concerned about the spiritual well-being of U.S. service personnel being sent into combat. In a short time 60,000 laymen were involved in the relief effort, which proved a vast and complex enterprise. The laymen stayed active in the relief and ministry of the commission, but formed their own organization, the Lutheran Brotherhood, which supported the work of the commission by building facilities and supplying equipment. After the war the Lutheran Brotherhood continued to develop lay leadership and to foster intersynodical relationships. 





The various Lutheran churches continued to work together closely, but were limited to soldiers’ and sailors’ welfare efforts. There was a growing need to provide missionaries to America’s expanding industrial centers and to render aid to Lutherans in Europe, and by September 1918 the National Lutheran Council (NLC) was formed to meet those needs. Representation on the council was proportionate, based on membership figures of participating church bodies.





          Daily


        Scripture Readings








July 27	1 Corinthians 1:18-21


July 28	Hebrews 4:12-13


July 29	Isaiah 61:10


July 30	Romans 6:1-14


July 31	2 Corinthians 11:16-28


August 1	Luke 18:15-17


August 2	Genesis 4:1-16


August 3	Genesis 9:8-23


August 4	Genesis 22:1-19


August 5	Genesis 21:8-21


August 6	Genesis 27:5-13


August 7	Genesis 32:22-31


August 8	Genesis 37:17b-36


August 9	Genesis 39:16-23


August 10	Genesis 44:18-34





Day of Remembrance





On August 27, 2011 the Board of Managers of the Riverview Cemetery will host their sixth annual “Day of Remembrance”.   Beginning at noon there will be a brief ceremony at which time the names of loved ones will be read and balloons will be released.  You may purchase balloons for $5.00 for each name.





Fill out the form below and send it along with your contribution to the treasurer, Dee Zboray, 305 Susquehanna Road, Northumberland, PA 17857.  Please make checks payable to RIVERVIEW CEMETERY.





Names and donations will also be accepted at the cemetery the day of the event, beginning at 11:00 AM.  Light refreshments will be available.





Please come out on August 27th to support the cemetery and to honor your family and friends.








Please print


----------------------------------------------------------------








Name of deceased to be remembered


________________________________________


________________________________________





Your name ______________________________


Address ________________________________


	    ________________________________


Number of balloons ____________


Amount of Contribution ____________ 


($5 per name/balloon)





               MARK YOUR 


              CALENDARS!





Sunday, August 14, 2011


     


Come join us for food and fellowship at the Disciple Recognition Luncheon which 


will be held after the 10:15 a.m. service.                    





This date has been set aside to honor all the disciples, who devote their time and talents for St. John’s ministries.  





Lasagna will be served.   Entertainment will be provided by the Cub Scouts.





Reserve a seat by calling the church office by August 7th.














Attendance for July 17, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 46  10:15 a.m.  Service – 45


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $ 2106.00





Attendance for July 24, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 53     10:15 a.m.  Service – 41 


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $ 2598.00











              


         Address Label





Welcome To Our Church





SYNOD CONVENTION RECAP








Thoughts following Synod Assembly 2011 – “So come on, join the parade.” 





We were blessed to be the representatives for our Congregation at the Twenty-Fourth Annual Assembly of the Upper Susquehanna Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America held at Susquehanna University on June 17 and 18.  That’s a mouthful isn’t it?  But it is an important part of our report to the Congregation.  Why?  All of us here at St. John’s belong not just to our local Northumberland family of faith; we belong to a body of faith that crosses the whole of the Susquehanna River valley.  In turn, our valley is part of a church body that spans all 50 states and is seventh in size for religious denominations in the United States.  We share our “Lutheranism” with 140 autonomous Lutheran Church bodies throughout the world as part of the communion of the Lutheran World Foundation.  “We,” as Lutherans, touch the world… and the world touches us!





So what does it all mean?  When the twin towers fell on that fateful day, “we Lutherans” were there.  When the tsunami of 2004 overran Southeast Asia, when Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast, when Haiti suffered the 2010 earthquake, we were there – and we have remained, steadfast.  As flooding continues to devastate so many areas in our heartland, and drought ravages the Southwest, we are there.  We have brought aid, comfort, and prayers to those who so desperately needed it – and we continue to do that today.  We have one-to-one relationships with Lutheran Synods in Liberia and Germany.  At the same time, we support a local ministerial body that celebrates our outreach of faith into the Northumberland community.  All of this proves the point of one of the many inspiring presenters we shared time with during the Assembly, “We may have problems, every family, every Congregation does, but our biggest problem really is that we just can’t help ourselves from reaching out to others in our efforts to bear witness to our faith!”





The theme for this year’s Assembly, “The Church Must Be Planted.  Rooted in Christ, Re-rooting for Mission”, follows this basic premise.  


We, as Lutherans, share a faith that has a unique and stirring history, but more than that we have a shared future ahead of us that calls to each one of us to belong.  It brings to mind the refrain from a popular song “So come on, join the parade…” As we celebrate together in worship, we join the parade.  When we serve on Altar Guild, Council, or Committee, sing in Choir, belong to a Sunday School Class, or share a meal in one of our many Congregation gatherings, we join the parade.  





As to the business of the Synod we considered candidates for election to serve (people joining the parade!) as Treasurer of the Synod, as members of Synod Council, the Consultation Committee, and the Committee on Discipline.  We participated in prayerful discussion and voted on several recommendations brought before the Assembly.  We celebrated milestone pastoral service anniversaries of several Pastors – Pastor Dale celebrated 35 years of ordained ministry, and many Congregations were recognized for anniversaries of service to their communities.  Finally we bore witness to the local and regional ways we have joined the parade:  Campus Ministry, Camp Mount Luther support, Gettysburg Seminary support, the Pennsylvania Council of Churches, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania, the Evangelical Lutheran Coalition for Mission in Appalachia, and many more.





As we did following our last opportunity to serve as Synod Assembly representatives, we will place a copy of the proceedings from the Assembly in the Library that is available for review by all. 





Most respectfully,


Doug & Cindy Manning











Gettysburg Seminary 2011 Summer Leap-In


and


“Quilt The Campus”  





              Friday, August 26


               9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.








Help transform this historic campus, the site of the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg, into 52 acres of aid, care, prayer and hope for people living in disaster ravaged corners of the world.  All the quilts will be sent to areas of urgent need.  Want to send a quilt but don’t think you can make one?  Then please give to the Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund, which pays for shipping donated quilts and kits.  Shipping costs about $2.25 per quilt.





At the annual Friends of Gettysburg Seminary (FrOGS) Leap-In we gather for a relaxing day of inter-generational fun, food, live music, learning, worship and service.  





Please register by August 11th.    Registration forms are available in the Church Office, or can be downloaded at � HYPERLINK "http://www.Ltsg.edu/FrOGS" ��www.Ltsg.edu/FrOGS�, or call 717-334-6286 ext. 3011.





Directions in making a Lutheran World Relief Quilt can be picked up at the Church Office or found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lwr.org/beinvolved/index.asp" ��www.lwr.org/beinvolved/index.asp� 








Never undo in 


doubt what 


you did in faith... 








     Don’t forget – WELCA is collecting items for health kits and school kits for Lutheran World Relief.   For a complete list of items needed, check out the July 13th Messenger or contact the Church Office.   All contributions are greatly appreciated.   Please place items in the hamper located outside the Church Office by September 18th.     


        











FAST FACT





Who was the first Lutheran to be ordained?


Justus Falckner, born in Germany and educated at Halle, came to the new world in 1700 as an attorney and surveyor, having left Germany to avoid the ministry. When he arrived in Pennsylvania Falckner made the acquaintance of Swedish missionaries, who three years later recommended him to the Dutch congregation in New York. Ordained by the Swedes on November 24, 1703, Falckner was the first Lutheran to be ordained in America. Falckner's parish grew in area and in numbers as he continued to serve faithfully. His flock ultimately was composed not only of Dutch and Germans but also of Black and American Indian people. Falckner was also known for authoring treatises on doctrine and the hymn "Rise, O children of salvation" (LBW #182), as well as founding New Hanover Lutheran Church in New Hanover, Pennsylvania.








