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On Tuesday, January 12, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake hit the island Haiti, primarily impacting the capital, Port-au-Prince.  Offices, hotels, houses and shops just collapsed because so many were made from poured concrete to withstand hurricanes. The presidential palace is in ruins, government buildings have been badly damaged, and many churches have been destroyed.  Hospitals are overflowing and they, too, have been damaged. The search for survivors is a multi-national effort. The streets of Haiti are filled with people in shock, searching for loved ones among the rubble, and afraid to go back into what is left of their homes for fear another earthquake or after-shock will hit.

About 3 million lives, one-third of Haiti’s population, are affected by this earthquake. Already one of the poorest countries in the world (70 percent of Haiti’s population lives in extreme poverty), this catastrophe will exacerbate the suffering felt by many already living with hunger and poverty.
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While many humanitarian organizations are unable to get aid into Haiti, ELCA Disaster Response partners are already on the ground assisting survivors by providing emergency food, water, shelter and medical supplies.  And you can help in this badly needed effort to bring immediate relief and continued hope for our sisters and brothers in Haiti. One hundred percent of your gifts designated to Haiti will be used in this vital response effort.  You can use the bulletin insert and mail you contribution, or you can give through St. Johns by making a check out to St. John’s Lutheran Church and write on the memo line “Haiti Disaster”.  Then the church will forward it to the ELCA along with our regular benevolence payments.  This would save you the mailing costs.
On the elca.org web site there is a video message to the members of the ELCA from Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson giving thanks for our prayers and generous financial support on behalf of the people of Haiti. “This church is uniquely positioned to provide immediate and ongoing help [to Haiti] …. This is what it means to be the church in mission for the sake of the world.”
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                PART TWO

If you are a young adult, out of school, and interested in one year of service in an international setting, you are urged to apply for the ELCA's Young Adult in Global Mission (YAGM) program.  Priority deadline for applications is February 15; final deadline is March 1.  It's a challenging, exciting opportunity to build servant-leadership skills and gain new perspectives on faith, life and work.

Rev. Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.
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 Recycling – A great way to help!

Reminder - you can help St. John’s by recycling your empty ink cartridges from your printer. These must be brands of ink cartridges sold at Staples. Staples will allow St. John’s to recycle up to 20 ink cartridges per month. A box has been placed outside of the church office for you to place your empty ink cartridges.



                                                     SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
          Hey everyone, it’s time to collect those canned goods again!!!  It’s “Souper Bowl of Caring” time until Sunday February 7th.  We will be collecting canned and nonperishable food items to donate to the local food pantries. I would like to challenge our congregation in collecting 500 cans/nonperishable food items. Use the drop off boxes in the back of the church, and outside the church office to deposit your food items.  
ALSO Enjoy a Pre-game “Souper Bowl Luncheon on February 7th!

Tailgate with us following the 10:15 service in Fellowship Hall. Pre-game festivities include a soup and sandwich luncheon. Cost is $5.00 plus one (1) non-perishable or item. Simply call the church office to sign up. Sponsored by the St. John’s Youth Group.
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 Committee Chairs – Please update your committee lists    for 2010 with the church secretary. Thanks!


	PLEASE HELP! If you know of someone who is ill, in the hospital or a nursing home, please call the church office. This information will be very helpful for Pastor Dale, as current rulings do not allow hospitals or nursing homes to notify him.

	
Thank You Notes Received:  Thank you to everyone who gave me gifts and goodies for Christmas. The cookies and other pastries were delicious. I appreciate your generosity and kindness expressed. Also, thank you to all who help me with various tasks in the office throughout the year. Lena, church secretary
THANKS to everyone who stayed after the late service January 10th to help un-decorate the trees and sanctuary. Worship and Music
A big thank you to all who donated sandwiches and cookies for the Bloodmobile. A special thanks to Barb Moyer, Barb Kiger and Peg Daddario for manning the canteen. Our goal was 50 pints and we collected 61 pints. Good job! Diane Hoffman
A thank you was received from Girl Scout Troop #405 for the donations to “Mostly Mutts”. Also a thank you for use of the kitchen to bake cookies – some of these were taken to the residents at Nottingham.
A sincere and heartfelt “Thank You” for all the prayers, phone calls and cards wishing me a speedy recovery after my recent surgery. They all helped brighten my days of recovery. A caring congregation is a wonderful blessing to all who receive your concern and well wishes. Esther Bartholomew
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    The annual congregational meeting is 

    scheduled for February 7th
    after the 10:15 service for the following: 

1. Approval of 2010 Nominating Committee
2. Review of annual year-end Committee reports

3. Church Council is bringing a change to the Constitution
for a second reading, proposing that we change the $2,500 limit on expenditures above which require a congregational vote to 5% of the total budget. Currently that would only change that figure by a few $100.00 but it would keep up with inflationary costs of repairs. A vote on the proposal will follow the reading.



FROM CHURCH COUNCIL - At the January 13th Council meeting, the Council accepted with regret the resignation of our treasurer Tina Pontius, for personal reasons. Council has set in place a temporary system for taking care of business until such a time when we fill the Treasurer’s position. 
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Financial gifts are urgently needed. Your gifts to ELCA International Disaster Response, designated for Haiti Earthquake Relief will be used entirely (100 percent) for immediate relief and ongoing recovery in Haiti. Your prayers and generous gifts will make a life-saving difference.            Please give today at www.elca.org/haitiearthquake.
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                 WANTED: Hungry People
We will be having one of those popular community nights at Hoss’s. Thursday, February 25 is the night! 20% of the proceeds will go to the preschool. If you would like to participate, you will need a ticket so we can get credit. Tickets will be available after both services in February or in the church office.
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Sunday Presentation Openings
●February 7 – Altar Flowers

●February 28 – Bulletins, Candles, Celebrates
       Communion Wine
●March 7 – Communion Wine

●March 14 – Altar Flowers, Bulletins, Candles, 
  Celebrates, Communion Wine

  If you would like to sponsor any of these presentations

  in memory of or in honor of someone near and dear to you, 

  please contact the church office M-F, 8:30-3:00 p.m.

If you have volunteered to take part in the worship services by serving as a greeter, lector, communion assistant, usher, acolyte, crucifer, torchbearer, nursery helper, sound system operator, or providing communion bread, please check the monthly schedule in the Messenger and mark your calendar.
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Congratulations to Melissa Pontius and Glenn Williams on the birth of their son. Tyler Andrew Williams arrived January 20, 2010. Tyler weighed 6 lbs. 14 oz. and his height was 20 inches. The proud grandparents are Steve and Tina Pontius.


Hoagie tickets will be available soon! You can purchase tickets for great sandwiches made fresh at your convenience from Marlin’s. Tickets will be sold at $3.50 each or 3 for $10. Profit proceeds will be decided upon at our February Social Ministry Meeting and will be published in a future Messenger.
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If your address, phone or martial status should change, please notify the church office so our records can be updated. We are charged for returned Messengers when someone moves and does not notify the church with the new address, so please help us to keep the cost down by notifying the church with any changes. Thanks!
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It’s Girl Scout Cookie Time!

The price is $3.50 per box. They freeze well and make great summer time treats and they are only available once a year. If you would rather not eat the delicious treats you can purchase some and donate them or have us donate them to a worthy cause.  All of the cookies have no trans fat. So stock up and help your local GS troop! 

The varieties are:

Thin Mints—thin wafer coated with smooth chocolate with a hint of mint

Tagalongs—creamy peanut butter over cookies and dipped in chocolate

Dulce De Leche— Inspired by Latin America, these sweet but spicy cookies are rich with milk caramel chips and stripes

Samoas—vanilla cookies covered with caramel and toasted coconut

Do-Si-Dos—Peanut butter sandwich cookies

Trefoils—shortbread

Lemon Chalet Crèmes— Vanilla sandwich cookie with a hint of cinnamon-ginger and a refreshing lemon crème filling

Thank U Berry Munch—NEW!!—Real premium cranberries provide a delightful tartness in these hearty cookies sweetened with creamy, white fudge chips. Crispy rice delivers a satisfying crunch. We got to try these and they are very tasty!!

We are taking orders until January 31 so please order ASAP by calling 473-7003. Delivery will be at the end of February. Feel free to ask neighbors, friends, etc.
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OUR MEMBERS: We pray for Ron Rabuck; Margaret Bright; Nancy Hendricks; Roger Miller; Dorothy Hechler; Arlet Hummel; Steve Lahr; Tina Pontius; Eleanor Polan; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Michelle Bowersox; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Melissa Pontius; Joyce Shearer; Erna Snyder; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Debbie Karpinski; Jane Galow; Ed Snyder.
SPECIAL PRAYERS: Peggy Patanella; Justin Neitz; Linda Ramsey; Doris Hendricks; Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Tina Heim; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Margaret Rantz; Dave Burns; Ed and Jane DeGand; John Ruane; Steve and Rose Brungard; Josh Radel; Morgan Yagel; Shirley Yagel; Keith Rogers; Jeremy Hoffman; Sandy Hadzik; Jennie Wolfe; Pastor Rich Fangmann; Lauren Reitz.

Please keep in your prayers the family of Wilson R. Snyder (father to Carol Hoffman). 

 Wilson Snyder entered into eternal rest recently.
SPECIAL MILITARY PRAYERS: Jason Bedisky; Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover.   


UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR AREA

● February 2 – 76th Annual Oyster Supper, 6:30 PM, Fellowship Hall, Zion Lutheran Church
                                                     Turbotville, PA …….. $12.00 donation

● February 18 – Chicken & Waffle Dinner 4:00-6:30 PM, Grace Lutheran, 120 Spruce St., Sunbury


UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S                                                                                                                                                                                     
● January 30 – Men’s Prayer Breakfast Meeting, 8:00 AM

● February 4 – Messenger Deadline
● February 4 – Worship & Music Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
● February 6 – Set up for Luncheon, Fellowship Hall
● February 7 – Congregational Meeting after 10:15 service                               
● February 7 – “Souper” Bowl Luncheon                                 

● February 8 – Finance Meeting, 7:00 PM
● February 9 – Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, 6:00-7:30 PM

● February 10 – Church Council Meeting, 7:00 PM

● February 11 – Social Ministry Meeting, 6:00 PM

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER (USPS-515-660) is published biweekly, annually, by 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.

Periodical postage paid at Northumberland, PA.

POSTMASTER: Send address change to St. John’s Messenger, 

300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.
ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
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           St. John’s Evangelical 

               Lutheran Church

                     570-473-3770

                       sjelc300@ptd.net
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                                                           This Sunday at St. John’s

January 31, 2010 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service 
  Next Sunday at St. John’s

February 7– Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service With Communion 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service With Communion
3:00 Quiet Communion

Annual Congregational Meeting after 10:15 service

“Souper Bowl of Caring” Luncheon after 10:15 service



Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music
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In Memory of Mildred Moyer


for the Heating and A/C Fund,


     By her daughter, Barbara Moyer 


In Memory of Sarah Doebler who      passed away January 14, 2005 


for the Undesignated Fund,


     By Phyllis Gordon
































Registration for 2010-2011 Preschool


is now open. Children must be 3 years old by September 1st for the Tuesday-Thursday class, and 4 years old by September 1st for the Monday-Wednesday-Thursday class. You may register your child by calling the church office, 473-3770, or stop in Monday-Friday


 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.





Periodicals


Postage Paid


Northumberland, PA





OFFERING ENVELOPES – Offering envelope boxes for 2010 are available to be picked up in the Adult Sunday School area. Please feel free to deliver any boxes to friends, neighbors, or shut-ins. 








If you are 55 or older with limited income and seeking work, please call Experience Works. They offer training and employment opportunities - a FREE service. Call 570-321-581 for more info.








          Our Scriptures  


  February 2	Romans 1:18-32


   February 3	Romans 2:1-16


   February 4	Romans 2:17-29


February 5                   Romans 3:1-20


February 6	Romans 3:21-31     


   February 7	Romans 4:1-16


   February 8	Romans 4:16-25


   February 9	Romans 5:1-11


   February 10	Romans 5:12-21


   February 11	Romans 6:1-14


   February 12	Romans 6:15-23


   February 13	Romans 7:1-6


   February 14	Romans 7:7-25	


   February 15	      Romans 8:1-17





              


         Address Label
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Attendance for January 17, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 38      10:15 a.m. Service – 61


                                                 Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


                                                 Offering Received: $3140.55


Attendance for January 24, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 58   10:15 a.m. Service – 66


Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $3257.00 








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.captioneditor.newsletternewsletter.com/CaptionEditor/ProcessedImages/preschool_3694c2_web.jpg?guid=cc79789c-ee45-430e-ac1a-f82a5c2f9402" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











The next newsletter deadline is Thursday, February 4th.
































