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ELCA GOOD GIFTS
[image: image6.emf]“Now to [God] who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine…be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”   Ephesians 3:20-21

Lives reclaimed. Hope restored.  New possibilities where once only dead-ends could be seen. Have we, at St. John’s,  assisted in making these wonderful things happen in the lives of people who have no homes due to war, cannot feed their families because of unemployment, have no clean water or warm clothing?

Many of you have made a difference through your generous support of ELCA World Hunger.  Children, who are hungry, now have food.  Farmers are planting seeds of hope and change.  Communities torn apart by war are being knit back together.  

Your support of this ministry continues to help share God’s gift of new hope and new life.  Some of you are monthly donors to ELCA World Hunger.  Some give because you have more than enough, and others give even when times are tough.  A program named “ELCA Good Gifts” enables you to give a gift in honor of loved ones or to celebrate a special day.  For example, $25 creates a kit of tools to grow food and $10 buys a pair of shoes.  Ten dollars will also buy chicks, which provide eggs for eating and income for the family, when they are able to sell their surplus at market.   Refugees in war torn areas are given a survival kit, which includes a tarp, water jug, clothes and cooking supplies, with your gift of $75. Sheep provide wool and milk for a family at a cost of $125 and $500 will purchase a cow, which provides milk, meat and fertilizer.  These gifts help families all over the world including the Congo, Bangladesh, China, Uganda, Mexico and Bolivia, to name a few.  They provide food; tools to farm, animals and by-products that help families earn a living. 
Your gifts also help families here in the United States.  ELCA World Hunger supplies grant monies that help support food banks, soup kitchens and homeless shelters, especially in areas of economic hardship and unemployment. Children in low-income neighborhoods benefit from the ELCA Good Gifts, also.  For $25, students are sent home with a backpack of nutritionally balanced foods and child-friendly recipes for Saturday and Sunday, which sustains them and brings them back to school on Monday better able to concentrate and eager to learn.   

What a difference you are making!  Together, acting in faith, we are able to do “far more than all we can ask or imagine” on our own.  Together, we change lives.    

ELCA Good Gifts online catalog may be accessed at www.elca.org/goodgifts
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Youth News

Thanks to all of you who helped to make St. John’s canned good drive for Souper Bowl of Caring on Sunday 2/7/2010 such a huge success. We collected a grand total of 759 cans. And out of the 8 local churches that participated this year, we collected the most. Yea!!  The real winners of course are the local food pantries and organizations that we are helping by this food drive. So pat yourselves on the back, and keep us in mind next year. Thanks again to all of you. St. John’s is certainly blessed with a kind and generous congregation and community.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church Youth Group
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Mother Nature cooperated and on February 15th, a fun-filled winter day was spent on Tussey Mountain.  The Youth Group sponsored the outing with 23 youth, friends and parents enjoying a day of tubing, skiing and snowboarding.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
It’s not too early to begin planning your week at Camp Mount Luther-Summer 2010. Mt. Luther offers a wide variety of theme weeks, so if you are interested in model rocketry, Lego’s, crafts, family camping, biking, backpacking and canoeing, or star-gazing—Mt. Luther is the place for you! Informational booklets covering all available camps, costs, registration forms   and FAQ are available on the table in the Narthex. Camp Mount Luther will be holding an Open House on April 25th, 2 – 4 p.m. for tours and additional information.
Financial aid is available – see Pastor Dale.

Applications are also begin taken for Summer Counselors, Lifeguards, Support Counselors, and Kitchen Staff.  For more information, call 570-922-1587 or visit cml@campmountluther.org
“Still Under Construction”

Lutheran Youth Day at Susquehanna

April 10, 2010     ~     9:00 am – 5:30 pm

The day at SU includes large and small group gatherings, music and skits, worship and a concluding concert by Peder Eide. Cost is $10, which includes lunch and the concert. T-shirts          are available and must be ordered by March 26th, when the registration is also due.  Registration forms, t-shirt order forms and additional information are available on the bulletin board.
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The Youth Group will be sponsoring their annual Easter Egg Hunt on March 28th.  If you would like to help with this event, we would appreciate bags of wrapped candy.  They may be dropped off at the church office until March 24th. 



[image: image9.emf]   Rock Climbing

Who:
Youth Group (and anyone interested in a challenge)
   What: 
Rock Climbing

Where:
Milton Gym

   When:
Sunday, March 7th from 1:00 to 3:00 PM
                (meet at the church at 12:30 p.m.)
Cost:
$10.00
Call Laurie Robinson, 473-8236 ASAP, to reserve your rock!

                       Deadline for sign up is March 3rd.
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     NEEDED – Coordinator for Adopt-a-Highway

        Social Ministries is in need of a new coordinator for the          Adopt-a-Highway program that St. John’s has been involved with since 1990. Twice a year pickups (instead of the original 4) are now done and we need your help in making the necessary arrangements   to continue this project. Anyone interested, please contact Esther Bartholomew 473-7187 or Karen Smeltz 473-3423.
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February 25 – WANTED, Hungry People!
We will be having one of those popular community nights at Hoss’s. Thursday, February 25 is the night! 20% of the proceeds will go to the preschool. If you would like to participate, you will need a ticket so we can get credit. Tickets will be available after both services in February or in the church office.



Registration for 2010-2011 Preschool Now Open!

Children must be 3 years old by September 1st for the Tuesday-Thursday class, and 4 years old by September 1st for the Monday-Wednesday-Friday class. You may register your child by calling the church office, 473-3770, or stop in Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
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Congratulations Chief Brouse! On February 13, 2010, Gary Brouse retired from Department Logistics Agency, New Cumberland, PA. Gary has completed 32 years of service with the Department of Defense. He was presented with eight awards, one being the Distinguished Career Service Award. His family is very proud of his outstanding accomplishments. Lisa, Colton, Logan and Mariah.
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Psalm 33:22, NRSV
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Easter flowers may be ordered by completing this order form. The form, along      with payment may be placed in the offering plate (using a pink envelope marked “Easter Flowers”), dropped off at the church office, or mailed to the church.     Please make checks payable to: St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Flowers may be picked up any time after the 10:15 AM Easter Service.
                                                        ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY

       SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 2010


________ Hyacinth (1 Bloom) ………...…………..……. $3.00/each
             ________ Hyacinth (3 Blooms) ……..…………..………. $8.00/each
                  Pink ______        Blue _______        White _______  


________ Mums (6 ½”) …..………………………... $9.00/each
                              Yellow ______     White _______     Purple ________

________ Tulips (6 bloom) ……………..……………….$8.00/each

                 (Assorted Colors Only)

              _______ Lilies (5-7 Blooms) ……….…………………..$9.00/each
Given By: ____________________________________________________________________

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________________

To the Glory of God ___________________________________________________________
Amount Paid ________________    Check #____________    Date ______________________
………………………………………………………………………………………

Cut along the dotted line


 REMINDER – Daffodil Order Deadline is February 28th. Money and order must be received so we can call American Cancer Society with our order. All items purchased will help decorate our church sanctuary on March 21st and can be picked up following the 10:15 a.m. service.




                    




OUR MEMBERS: We pray for Ron Rabuck; Margaret Bright; Nancy Hendricks; Roger Miller; Dorothy Hechler; Arlet Hummel; Steve Lahr; Tina Pontius; Eleanor Polan; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Michelle Bowersox; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Joyce Shearer; Erna Snyder; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Debbie Karpinski; Jane Galow; Ed Snyder; Zachery Baker; William Jacavage.

SPECIAL PRAYERS: Keith Rogers; Jeremy Hoffman; Lauren Reitz; Peggy Patanella; Linda Ramsey; Doris Hendricks; Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Tina Heim; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Margaret Rantz; Dave Burns; Ed and Jane DeGand; John Ruane; Steve and Rose Brungard; Josh Radel; Morgan Yagel; Shirley Yagel; Jennie Wolfe; Cindy Lark; Alice Reigle; Donald Propst.                                                       

SPECIAL MILITARY PRAYERS: Jason Bedisky; Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover.   



EVENTS IN OUR AREA

● March 3 – Zion Lenten Prayer Breakfast, 7:00 a.m. (with Rev. Brian Beissel) 5th and Market Sts. Sunbury 

EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S
( February 24 – Mid-Week Lenten Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

( February 25 – Hoss’s Community Night (Benefit for Preschool)                          
( February 28 – Deadline for Daffodil Orders
( March 3 – Mid-Week Lenten Dinner, 5:30 p.m.                      

( March 4 - Newsletter Deadline, 2:30 p.m.   

( March 4 – Worship and Music, 7:00 p.m.                                           

( March 8 – Finance, 7:00 p.m.

( March 9 – Ladies Auxiliary, 6:00 p.m.

( March 9 – Grange, 7:00 p.m.

( March 10 – Council, 7:00 p.m.   

( March 11 – Bread of Life, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
( March 11 – Social Ministry, 6:00 p.m.   

( March 15 – WELCA, 7:00 p.m.   


ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER (USPS-515-660) is published biweekly, annually, by 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.

Periodical postage paid at Northumberland, PA.

POSTMASTER: Send address change to St. John’s Messenger, 

300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.
ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
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                                                       This Sunday at St. John’s
February 28, 2010 – Second Sunday in Lent
8:00 a.m. Worship Service With Holy Communion 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service With Holy Communion
Next Sunday at St. John’s

March 7, 2010 – Third Sunday in Lent
8:00 a.m. Worship Service With Holy Communion 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service With Holy Communion 
3:00 p.m. Quiet Communion


Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music[image: image5.png]



The red-faced usher�
�
When an elderly woman asked a church usher to seat her close to the pulpit, he tried to talk her out of it. “If you sit up front, you won’t be able to sleep,” he said.  The woman looked the usher square in the face and asked, “Do you know who I am?”  “No, I don’t,” he responded. “Well,” she said firmly, “I’m the preacher’s mother.”  Fully embarrassed, the usher asked, “Do you know who I am?”  “No,” she answered. “Good!” whispered the fellow. “Sit anywhere you want.” �
�






Sunday Presentation Openings:





March 14 – Altar Flowers, Bulletins, Candles


                       Celebrates, Communion Wine


March 21– Altar Flowers, Bulletins, Candles


                       Celebrates, Communion Wine


March 28 – Altar Flowers, Bulletins, Candles


                          Communion Wine


If you are interested in sponsoring any of these worship supplies in honor of or in memory of someone near and dear to you, contact the church office.





               








“In the Cross, God descends to bear in his own heart the sins of the world. In Jesus, he atones at unimaginable cost to himself. – Woodrow Geier
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THE SPECIAL [pink] ENVELOPES found in the pews during the month of 


March are designated for


 Daffodil Days-American Cancer Society.








�
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  March 2	Exodus 31:12-18


   March 3	Exodus 17:1-7


   March 4 	John 19:31-35


March 5	Leviticus 4:22-31


March 5	Leviticus 4:32-34


   March 7	Leviticus 5:1-6


   March 8	Hebrews 10:11-14


   March 9	Leviticus 16:20-22


   March 10	Numbers 28:1-8


   March 11	Leviticus 1:1-9


   March 12	Leviticus 1:10-13


   March 13	Deuteronomy 12:5-7


   March 14	Deuteronomy 27:1-7


   March 15	1 Kings 8:62-66 
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Dear Friends,


Thanks so much for blessing us. The dinner afterward was very nice. May you be greatly blessed as you seek


Jesus heart.


God Bless,


The Kerstetter Family





Get ready to turn your clocks ahead one hour on March 13 before retiring for the night. Daylight saving time begins March 14th.











Wednesday mornings: 


7:00 a.m. Meditation in the Chapel 


7:30 a.m. Breakfast in the Social Hall


Worship and breakfast are held at Zion Lutheran Church, Fifth and Market Streets, Sunbury.


All are invited to join for this time of inspiration and fellowship.  See the bulletin board for the schedule of speakers.                                       








�





Equal opportunity�
�
When young Kelli said her prayers each night, she would bless every family member, every friend and every pet (current or past). Toward the end of her prayers, she’d say, 


“And all girls.” �One night her father asked his daughter why she always ended that way. �“Because,” she replied, “everybody else always finishes their prayers by saying,


‘‘All men.’’�
�






Special dates�
�
• World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2010 �• Third Sunday in Lent, March 7, 2010 �• Girl Scout Sunday, March 7, 2010 �• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14,  2010 �• Daylight-Saving Time begins, 


   March 14, 2010 �• First Day of Spring, March 20, 2010 �• Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 21, 2010 �• Passion/Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010 �• Holy Week, March 28-April 3, 2010 �
�






The next Messenger deadline is


Thursday, March 4th.








Attendance for February 14, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 46       10:15 a.m. Service – 80


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $3544.00





Attendance for February 17, 2010 (Ash Wednesday)


7:30 p.m. Service – 43       Offering Received: $420.00





Attendance for February 21, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 49    10:15 a.m. Service – 65


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $4277.00











Pizzas from Marlin’s Sub Shop will be available for purchase in APRIL. 


All proceeds will be given to HAITI DISASTER RELIEF. 


Watch for more information in upcoming Messengers.





He that seeks God in everything 


is sure to find God in everything.  - William Law








