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FROM THE PASTOR

PART ONE
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St. John’s members are faithful and generous. Certainly the gifts of the Spirit fill you for you bear the fruit all the time. In his letter to the Galatians Paul lists those fruits, and they always bear a mention:

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”

And especially at Christmas your fruit is made known in every one of these ways. The mitten tree and the Birthright tree are never neglected.  Your attendance at worship and your offerings to the Lord are all signs of that fruit. The many volunteers we get to help get bulletins folded, letters mailed, worship prepared for, poinsettias placed in the sanctuary, Christmas Eve services planned and accomplished, and all the musicians and vocalists who share their talent, are part of that fruitful harvest.

And then there are the many gifts that you give to the pastor and his wife. Peggy and I thank all of you who remembered us in the church’s gift given by the church council at the Christmas Eve service, in all the Christmas cards we received, the pies and the fruit baskets, and the individual gifts that came to us.  With the gift cards to local eating establishments (were those of you who gave me those trying to tell me I need to take Peggy out more) and grocery stores, we will certainly not go hungry. And I can’t begin to count all the cookies and Christmas edibles that showed up at our house. And we also received several ornaments for our Christmas tree at home and I assure you they all find a place on our tree every year. Many of the ornaments on our tree are remembrances of the 33 Christmases and the 4 congregations I have served as a pastor.
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Peggy and I thank all of you for your gifts, remembrances, and prayers, and wish you a very happy and peaceful New Year. All that we do here is in service to our Lord, and our fruit is a sign that we are attached to the true vine, for good fruit can only come from a good branch.
                                                   PART TWO
On Sunday, January 17th, we will be visited by Charlie Benner on behalf of the Gideon’s. Charlie resides in Selinsgrove and is a member of Salem Lutheran Church.  He is also serving a 2nd term on Synod Council with Peggy. Charlie is one of the representatives from the Middle Creek Conference.

PART THREE

Epiphany is January 6th, the day we remember the Wise Men’s arrival to see the Christ child. Epiphany is part of our celebration of the birth of Christ, for it is the recognition that Christ’s birth was meant for more than just as the Messiah to the Jews. He is everyone’s Savior. And Jesus was about 2 years old when those Wise men actually completed their journey. But it is time for us to take down the decorations we have had up in the sanctuary since the beginning of Advent. On Sunday, January 10th, after 10:15 worship, we will be un-decorating the sanctuary and taking down the tree. You are invited to help. Just come to worship dressed in clothing better suited to work, and if you will be helping with the tree, wear something that you would not mind if a little tree sap got on it. 
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YOUR MARRIAGE
BOTH RUN SMOOTHER WITH A TUNE UP!




[image: image10.jpg]0J

,_v

®
A )
. o
o ) \d
-
o
- . o
. 5 '~'»’\1
, !
e 3
e ’
' A)
/“. Fs o
» .
Al
N L RN
“
.’\'\\.\ g
N —
@
% . v 0
v g
" -
-9
S o >
B\
» ~
. A
; ]
BN
~r il e LR o
» Y \“
~
Y \
s

K &
®
. N
s
* A
* »
Y . LA
.
»
.i
.
. . '
o -
\""\)" B
. ) -
L] L)
»
A o
‘ . ‘--
v ) .
ool s -
ek
© s A
1 *l B
: A ;
» N R 5
L ¥ N y ‘0N
- i,
Q"“ * v A ]
S
« ® N
» \ »‘. )
]
AR



Recently added to our Library of items for those needing assistance is a Jitterbug OneTouch phone and car charger. We loan out items on an as needed basis – you must sign out items using the chart located inside the church office and sign them in upon return. The Jitterbug phone was recently donated to the church by Tom and Pat Propst.
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Reminder to all Committee Chairs
Please remember to schedule your meetings/events 
on the 2010 calendar inside the church office.
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Your help is needed by keeping a watch out for the church sidewalks during snow and ice conditions. Anyone who is available and willing - your help will be greatly appreciated with the assistance of snow removal so that we can keep our sidewalks safe. Thank you.
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Update for Tom Stover – Tom is home for Christmas and will be home until January 2nd.
He will no longer be at the address published in a previous newsletter. When he finds out his new address, he will share it with Pastor Dale and we will then publish it in the newsletter.
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Thank you for the package sent to me. We enjoyed all of the treats and the cards. I appreciate the hygiene items. Tom Stover
Northumberland Grange #218 continues to collect canceled postage stamps. They need to have ½ inch around the stamp and can be placed outside the church office in the basket on top of the mailboxes in the hallway, or hand in to the church office. These benefit needy people. Thanks for your help. Any questions can be directed to Elaine Kohl @ 473-8157. 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter Coming to State College
We're pleased to announce that Western PA Lutheran Marriage Encounter has scheduled a Weekend for March 19-21, 2010, at the Toftrees Golf Resort and Conference Center in State College.  We hope that you will want to take advantage of this opportunity to attend this Weekend as it is scheduled in central PA.  Weekends are designed to strengthen and revitalize ALL MARRIAGES and run from 8 p.m. on Friday night until around 5 p.m. on Sunday.  Couples overwhelmingly report that they fell in love with their spouse all over again.  All costs for 2 nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you and all supplies are covered by a  $45.00 per couple registration fee plus a confidential contribution of whatever amount you choose that you are given the opportunity to make at the end of the weekend.  Registrations are limited, and all Western PA Weekends had waiting lists last year, so make your reservation now to avoid disappointment.  The other  2 Western PA Weekends for 2010 will be April  30-May 2 at The Riverside Inn (20 miles south of Erie) and October 22-24 at the Radisson in Sharon, PA (an hour north of Pittsburgh).  For further information or to sign up for a Weekend, go to www.GodLovesMarriage.org or contact Western PA Lutheran Marriage Encounter Directors, Fred & Julie Schamber at fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-3166.  Please give each other the best gift of all--yourselves!
 


                                               POPCORN
 Cub Scouts Pack 3325 of St. John’s
 still has popcorn for sale. If interested,

 contact Tom Propst @ 473-3467 or
 Lou VanGilder @ (570) 701-1071.
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	OUR MEMBERS: We pray for Nickolas Auman; Ron Rabuck; Margaret Bright; Connie Heim; Nancy Hendricks; Roger Miller; Dorothy Hechler; Arlet Hummel; Steve Lahr; Tina Pontius; Eleanor Polan; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Michelle Bowersox; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Melissa Pontius; Joyce Shearer; Erna Snyder; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Laurie Robinson; Debbie Karpinski; Jane Galow.                      


SPECIAL PRAYERS: Peggy Patanella; Justin Neitz; Linda Ramsey; Doris Hendricks; Stevee Jo Karpinski;  Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Tina Heim; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Margaret Rantz; Dave Burns; Ed and Jane DeGand; Mary Erdley; Morgan Yagel;  John Ruane; David Geiser; Mr. Angalo; Josh Radel.

Please keep in your prayers the family of Christine Hummel (sister to Bud Diehl).
Christine passed away December 21, 2009.

SPECIAL MILITARY PRAYERS: Jason Bedisky; Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover.   


UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S
● January 5 – Bloodmobile, 1:00-6:00 p.m.   
(  January 7 – Deadline for Newsletter, 3:30 p.m.                              

● January 7 – Worship and Music, 7:00 p.m.
(  January 10 – Installation of Council Members
● January 11 – Finance, 7:00 p.m.

● January 13 – Council, 7:00 p.m.
● January 14 – No Bread of Life – No Social Ministry
● January 15 – Deadline for Annual Reports
               


. 
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              St. John’s Evangelical 

                 Lutheran Church

                     570-473-3770

                          sjelc300@ptd.net
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This Sunday at St. John’s
January 3, 2010 – Second Sunday of Christmas 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 

Next Sunday at St. John’s

January 10, 2010 – Baptism of Our Lord 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion



Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music
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In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. W.L. Benner 


for the Undesignated Fund,


     By The Family


In Memory of Jim Benner, Jr. 


for the Undesignated Fund,


     By His Parents


In Memory of Derl Kauffman


     By June Kauffman Diehl


In Honor of Bud and June Diehl


    By Brenda and David Herbert
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ELECTION RESULTS - SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS FOR 2010





( Treasurer, Betty Duncan    ( Assistant Treasurer, Linda Bingaman    ( Secretary, Barbara Moyer








The light of God surrounds us,


The love of God enfolds us,


The power of God protects us,


And the presence of God watches over us;


Wherever we are, God is.








          Our Scriptures  


  January 5	John 14:1-6


   January 6	Matthew 2:1-12


   January 7	Habakkuk 3:16-19


January 8                   2 Corinthians 9:6-15     January 9                   Job 23:8-12     


   January 9	1 Peter 1:6-7 


   January 10	Mark 5:1-15


   January 11	Philippians 4:1-8


   January 11  	Isaiah 59:14-15


   January 12	Isaiah 26:1-4


   January 13	Matthew 23:8-12


   January 14	Galatians 2:15-20


   January 15	Jeremiah 29:11-14


   January 16	Ruth 1:16-17	


   January 17	               Jeremiah 1:4-5


   January 18 		   Matthew 16:13-20	





              


         Address Label








Attendance for December 20, 2009


8:00 a.m. Service – 40       10:15 a.m. Service – 62


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $4443.00


                                                   Offering Received: $4646.50





Attendance for December 24, 2009


7:30 p.m. Service – 169   10:15 a.m. Service – 171


Offering Received: $4889.19





Attendance for December 27, 2009


8:00 a.m. Service – 42   10:15 a.m. Service – 54


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $4443.00


Offering Received: $4201.50








A Blessing for the New Year





Lord –


      As a New Year begins, we come to you and ask for your blessing.





      We pray that you would give us Joy to fill our days, Peace to fill our hearts and Love to fill our lives.





      Thank you for the plans You have for us in the New Year.





      We wait in anticipation to see all You do!





“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prepare you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”! – Jeremiah 29:11








The next newsletter deadline is Thursday, January 7th. 





Please note - Social Ministry will not meet in January.
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We are frequently thinking


That time’s running fast. 


The present seems fleeting


And soon becomes past


But time is a measurement


Standing quite still.


It’s we who are moving—


Or stopped, by our will. 


                  – Peggy Ferrell

















