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A long time ago I read this fable of a rich Palestinian merchant who had four wives.  And it speaks to why this season of Advent is so important for us, why we need to heed its call, and give its message a priority in our lives.

This merchant loved his fourth wife the most and adorned her with rich robes, expensive jewels, and treated her to the finest delicacies.  He took wonderful care of her, and gave her only the best of everything.  She got first choice over all the other wives.

He also loved his third wife very much.  He was proud of her and always wanted to show her off to his friends.  However, the merchant always lived in great fear that she might run away with some other men and lose her.  It was what caused him the greatest worry.  And he spent a lot of money on her to prevent this from happening.

His second wife was also loved.  She was always very considerate and extremely patient with him.  He trusted her with his deepest secrets as she was his confidant who he new he could always turn to for help whenever he faced any problem.  With her by his side he could always manage to get through even the worst of times.

Now, the merchant’s first wife was his most loyal partner.  She was the one who gave her all to maintain his wealth, his business, his household, and even his health.  However the merchant did not love her, and although she loved him deeply, he hardly took notice of her, and certainly did not care for her in any of the ways he did the other three.  He took great pains to spend as little time with her as he had to.

One day the merchant fell gravely ill.  Before long he knew he was going to die soon.  He thought of his luxurious life and how he was never alone because he had those four wives.  But in death he would be all alone.
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So he asked his fourth wife, “I have loved you the most of all my wives.  I have endowed you with the finest clothing and showered great care upon you.  Now that I am dying, will you follow me and keep me company?”  “No way!” replied the fourth wife and she walked away without another word.  Her answer cut like a sharp knife right into the merchant’s heart.

The sad merchant turned to his third wife and asked: I have loved you so much all my life and was so proud to have you by my side.  Now that I am dying, will you follow me and keep me company?”  “No!” replied the third wife.  “Life is so good, I’ll stay here and remarry when you are gone.  The merchant’s heart sank and turned cold.

He then asked his second wife: “I’ve always turned to you for help, and you’ve always been there for me.  Now I need your help again.  When I die, will you follow me and keep me company?”  “I’m sorry, I can’t help you out this time!” replied the second wife.  “At the very most, I can only stay with you now until you die.  Her answer came like a jolt of thunder and the merchant was devastated.

Then a voice called out, “I’ll leave with you.  I’ll follow you no matter where you go.”  The merchant looked up and there was his first wife.  She was so pale and thin, suffering from malnutrition and all but dead herself.  Greatly grieved, the merchant said, “I should have taken much better care of you while I could have!”

Actually, we all have four wives in our lives.  The fourth is our body.  No matter how much time and effort we lavish on it, making it look good, feeding it, adorning it, and giving in to its desires, it will leave us when we die.

Our third wife is our possessions, status and wealth.  When we die they go to others.
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The first wife is our soul.  We so often neglect it in the pursuit of material wealth and possessions, sensual pleasures, and physical excitement. Guess what!  It is the only one of the four that will follow us wherever we go, even after death.

Perhaps it is a good idea to cultivate and strengthen it now; to heed the call of John the Baptist to repent and prepare the way of the Lord.  Advent is a time of preparation!  When the Lord comes, and death is near, it is too late.  We nourish and feed our soul in the word of the Lord, in worship and prayer, in communion and praise of the Lord.  The church is here for you now!  On our death beds, it will be too late.
Rev. Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.
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  The Birthright “Giving Tree” has been placed in the Memorial Room. Gift tags will decorate the tree with ideas of what is needed.  Please feel free to choose any of them and bring the gift to the church office by December 19th. Gifts of money or postage stamps should be placed in an envelope with contents indicated on the outside and brought to the church office or placed in the offering plate.

Children who are giving gifts to Birthright should wrap their gift in white tissue paper and bring it to the 7:30 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service.  There will be a special time during the service for the children to bring their gift forward and present it to the     Christ Child.  Thank You from your Social Ministry Committee


Don’t forget the Christmas Bazaar!
Friday, December 3 ……. 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 4 …... 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Get your cookies and Christmas Gifts! Bring a Friend!     
Our kitchen will also be serving a tasty light lunch and dinner.  
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Come have breakfast with Santa in St. John’s Fellowship Hall

Saturday, December 4th

(  9 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.      and          (  10 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

   
 Please purchase tickets in advance at the church office. 

      

   (  Children $2.50     ( Adults $3.50  
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Goats Galore and Chicks too!
        All bills are paid - profits from Fishing Tournament plus balances left from various fund raisers from 2009 and 2010 plus donations for the purchase of goats has left us a grand total of $1, 425.81. ELCA – God’s Global Barnyard offers goats for $50.00 each and a flock of 10 chicks 
for $10.00. Social Ministry has decided to purchase 24 goats and 20 flocks of chicks (200 in all!). 

       Since administrative expenses are paid from benevolence funds, the cost of animals is far less than Heifer International.
       Thanks to all who donated money, time and effort, St. John’s will share this “Barnyard of Blessings” with some needy families.
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Twenty-One (21) gifts for our homebound will be assembled by Social Ministry members at our December 9th meeting. Homebound members are special people who are unable to be as active as in the past. We recognize their contributions to St. John’s and by presenting a gift and extending our best Happy Holiday wishes, they will know we truly care and remember them. We will need help with delivery to be sure all gifts are received before the Christmas holiday. All gifts will be packaged with name and address tag attached.  If you would like to help deliver “Holiday Cheer” call Esther Bartholomew at 473-7187 or see her in church. Thank you for your thoughtful help.
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2011 SU Service team will again be hand carrying
items much needed by the poor in Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Belize,
in January 2011.

SU CASA WISH LIST

Susquehanna University Central America Service Adventure

Please consider donating any of the following items. If you wish to contribute, see Brenda Herbert.

We are undertaking various construction and educational projects as well as providing pharmaceuticals and staff for free medical clinics. The total cost of supplies for these projects is $5,000. Cash contributions are welcome and are used to purchase supplies and medicines.

Over-the-counter products:




	

	Other items that are needed:

LAPTOP COMPUTERS, PENTIUM I OR BETTER
(Sorry, we can’t use desktop PC’s)
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OUR MEMBERS: We pray for Katie Billman; Margaret Bright; Carol Hoffman; Nancy Hendricks; Arlet Hummel; Tina Pontius; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Joyce Shearer; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Zachery Baker; Ron Rabuck; Doug Manning; George Campbell; Steve Lahr; Mary Treon.
Please keep in your prayers the family of Dorothy Keihl
who entered into eternal rest on November 28, 2010.
SPECIAL PRAYERS: Linda Schrawder; Kim Snyder; Dean Longacre; Colleen Boardman; Gerald Whitman; Chuck and Betty Leitzel; Lauren Reitz; Linda Ramsey; Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Tina Heim; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Ed and Jane DeGand; Alice Reigle; Donald Propst; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Bill Shambach; Ruth Baker.   
SPECIAL MILITARY PRAYERS: Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover.   

                                                                             EVENTS IN OUR AREA
     ● December 5 – Ministerium Lesson & Carols Service at St. Marks, 4:00 p.m.
                  ● December 15 – Blood Drive, American Legion Post 201, Sunbury, 1-6 p.m.   

                                             UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S
( December 3 – Christmas Bazaar, 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.  (kitchen closes at 6 p.m.)
( December 4 – Christmas Bazaar, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.   
( December 4 – Breakfast with Santa, 9:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. 
( December 6 – Finance Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

( December 8 – Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

( December 9 – Newsletter Deadline, 2:30 p.m.                                 

( December 9 – Bread of Life, 5:00-6:00 p.m.

( December 9 – Social Ministry, 6:00 p.m.    
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              St. John’s Evangelical 

                 Lutheran Church

                     570-473-3770

                          sjelc300@ptd.net
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                                                  This Sunday at St. John’s
December 5, 2010 – Second Sunday in Advent 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 
1:00 Quiet Communion

Next Sunday at St. John’s

December 12 – Third Sunday in Advent 

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion


Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music
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In Memory of Roger Miller


for the Undesignated Fund,


     By Leslie C. Jordan


     By Kenneth and Lori Heim


     By Steven and Susan Kremer


     By James and Viola Moist


     By Audrey Beaver


     By Employees at L & L Boiler


   


In Memory of Roger Miller 


for the Bath Room Fund,


     By Jane Galow 





In Memory of Roger Miller 


for the Heating and A/C Fund,


     By Barbara Moyer


In Memory of


my sister Ann Mary Helen 


my friend, Lew Galow


my friend, Gordon Reichenbach


my friend, Arlene Sehestedt


my husband, August Tiedman


my nephew, John Carroll


my friend, John Brady


for the undesignated fund,


     By Julia Tiedman





 In Honor of our great Soupsters


     By Len and Catherine Broome


      


      





                  















































Mitten Tree News - Please have all mitten tree items returned to the church before December 19th. Also please make sure mitten is attached to the package. Thank you so much!
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        Our Scriptures  


  December 8              Acts 5:33-42


   December 9              Romans 5


   December 10            Luke 12:13-21


December 11            John 14:1-14  


December 12            1 Corinthians 12:27-31     


   December 13	   Exodus 4:10-17


   December 14	  Luke 24:13-27


   December 15	  John 1:35-39


   December 16	  John 10:1-10


   December 17	  1 Corinthians 15:51-58


   December 18	  Galatians 6:1-10


   December 19	  John 10:11-15


   December 20	  Colossians 3:1-4	


   December 21             1 John 5:1-6








              


         Address Label





Attendance for November 21, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 46       10:15 a.m. Service – 114


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $3084.00





Attendance for November 28, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 51    10:15 a.m. Service – 62


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $2705.00





FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS – As we approach the end of the year, please be reminded that if you want your financial contributions to be recorded on your “Contribution Statement” for calendar year 2010, please note – ALL financial contributions received up to and including Friday, December 31, will be recorded as 2010 donations. Any funds received after this date will be recorded as 2011 donations.








“Whatever the surprises of the future, Jesus will never be surpassed.”











( Toothpaste


( Notebooks (70-sheet)


( Pens


( Colored Paper


( Glue








�


Thank you for the flowers brought to me by Pastor Dale from the church.


I really appreciated them. Nancy Hendricks





Thank you for all the food contributions that we received for “Harvest Home”.


All donations were delivered to our local food pantry at Trinity United Methodist Church.








2011 Offering envelopes are available for pickup in the Adult SS area. Feel free to deliver any boxes to friends, neighbors or shut-ins. If you were not issued an offering envelope box, please contact the church office.





Advent Devotionals are available in back of the sanctuary for your use in your personal preparation for the birth of Christ. (Presented to you by Evangelism Committee)








Women’s Opportunity Award


Sponsored by the Soroptimist Club, the cash awards are given to women who are seeking to improve their economic status by gaining additional skills training or education. These awards are not scholarships, but rather cash awards to offset costs such as tuition, books, supplies, childcare or transportation. See the Bulletin Board for more information or phone Barb Long (570) 275-1989.











Now Available


for check out at St. John’s:





Alternating pressure               air mattress (often used in Hospitals and Nursing Home to prevent bed sores)





( Shorts for boy (12-20 years old)


( Shorts for girls (12-18 years old)


( Shorts for kids (6-8 years old)


( T-shirts


( Socks


( Towels





The Three Trees





According to legend, three trees grew near Jesus’ manger: an olive tree, a palm tree and the fir. The olive offered its fruit to the newborn king, and the palm tree gave its dates. ��The poor fir, having nothing to give but worship, raised its boughs in adoration, and the angels hung stars on its branches. So the fir became the first Christmas tree.


�








Please Help US!


A few of our doors have a tendency not to latch or shut tight. Whether you are here for an evening meeting, visiting during the weekday and even on a Sunday morning ~ PLEASE take an extra minute to secure the door and be sure it is completely closed and latched. This extra effort not only helps with safety and security, but also keeps the heat in!








( anti-fungal cream


( acetaminophen (child & adult – tablets only)


( antibiotic creams


( Pepto Bismol (tablets only)


( Ibuprofen (child & adult)


( Naproxen Sodium


( fungal cream (like Tolnaftate or Clotrimazole)


( lice shampoo


( Tums or Rolaids type meds


( Band Aids








( vitamins for adults and children


( cough drops


( cold and allergy tablets


( kids’ cough and cold remedies


( aspirin


( Pedialyte (powder only)


( low-dose aspirin


( triple antibiotic cream


( hydrocortisone cream


( urinalysis strips


( pregnancy tests





The next Messenger deadline is 2:30 p.m. Thursday, December 9th.








