	St. John’s Messenger

	   Volume 91, Issue 24                                                                                                 December 14, 2011


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


From The Pastor and Peggy

Another year has come and gone!

We’re done with leaves and mowing lawn.

The days are short and nights are long.

Depression makes each choice seem wrong.

And then by chance we have a meeting

With a person and their greeting
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That breaks the darkness with a light

That shines so sheer and still so bright.

The clouds disperse when clearly heard                  
The message that those words conferred.

They tell us we are not alone,

That sin and death are overthrown,

Because our Father from above

Has sent to us His gracious love:

Found in a manger in a stable
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Our forgiveness to enable.

By now you know these wondrous words
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That state he’s born, the Lord of Lords.

To shepherds first the angels tell

Is born that day Immanuel.

And now we get to share with you

The news that is both old and new

That Christ is born and all is well

And that is why we get to tell

[image: image7.jpg]CHRISTMAS IS THE CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS. THE SAVIOUR OF MANKIND



This Christmas wish, to all we pray,

Will bring a merry holiday.
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[image: image23.png]Prophets told of Jesus’ birth hundreds of years before it
happened. Never had a baby’s arrival come with such a promise.

Directions: To read what one prophet (Micah 5:4, NIV) said about Jesus, complete the
math problems below. Then fill in the words, using the math solutions as your guide.
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This Christmas, celebrate Jesus’
birthday by making this keepsake
ornament.

What you need:

* Wooden clothespin with
round end

* Black permanent marker

» White cloth or felt

* Small wooden star
(available at craft stores)

* Yellow paint

* Paintbrush

* Gold glitter (optional)

* Glue gun (and an adult)

* Straw-colored raffia

* Palm-size wicker wreath
(available at craft stores)

* Ribbon

What you do:

1. On the clothespin’s round
knob, draw two dots for
eyes.

2. Wrap the white cloth
around the clothespin,
like a swaddled baby.

3. Paint the star yellow;
add glitter, if desired.

4. With the glue gun and
adult supervision, glue the
raffia to the bottom inside
of the wreath. Then glue
the swaddled clothespin
atop the raffia and glue the
gold star atop the wreath.

5. Tie a ribbon around the
top, near the star.

6. Hang the ornament on
your Christmas tree or
tie it on a gift.
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Wednesday, December 14
Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.






Church Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 17

Kathryn’s Kloset, 9:00-11:15 a.m.

Thursday, December 22

Messenger deadline, 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 24

Family Worship Service, 7:30 p.m.






Candlelight Worship Service with Communion, 11:00 p.m.







Festival music will precede service
Sunday, December 25

Worship Service with Communion, 10:15 a.m.

Monday, December 26

OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, December 28
Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.


Saturday, December 17
Advent Fun Day, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon, Camp Mount Luther,

Mifflinburg, $6 per person or $20 for a family of 4 or more. Call


the camp at 922-1578 or email at cml@campmountluther.org

to sign up.





January 1

Elaine Kohl

JoAnn Lynch

Jeffrey Mertz

January 2

Julie Bollinger

Jacki Cunningham

Donald Ferguson, Jr.

January 3

Brian Attinger

Kelly Seebold

January 4

Gloria Auman

Nancy Miller

January 5

Jane Ressler

January 6

Lee Miller

Brett Morton

Andrew Seal

Jeffrey Specht

January 7

Janet Biddinger

David Roush, Jr.

Nathaniel Snyder

January 8

Cassie Boyer

January 9

Shirley Longacre

Seth Shaffer



January 11

Blair Bahner

Carly Boyle

J. Thomas Dodge

Owen Long

Judy Ray

January 12

Tara Wolfe-McCoach

January 13

Rebecca Wagner

January 14

Nickolas Auman

Sara (Lahr) Snyder

January 16

Robert Crebs

Brandon Paul

January 18

Tyson Bly

Robert Lamparter

Charles Mertz

Gregory Seal

Judy Spector

January 19

Patrick Guyer, II

Jazmine London

January 20

Edward Campbell

Ashton Heddens
Tyler Williams

January 21

Laurie Robinson

Velvet Sterowski-Heck

January 23

Hunter Bowersox

Brad Crebs

Tanner Feaster

Nahsya Jason

Kathryn Lyter

Maryellen Paulhamus

January 24

Bonnie Aleta

Amanda Mull

Patricia Rich
January 25

Kanen Bucher

David Eisely

January 26

Melissa Pontius

John Seal

Ryan Showers

Margaret Smith

January 27

Robert Snyder, III

January 28

Hallie Wombacher

January 29

Jeremy Hoffman

Rebecca Steiner

January 30

Russell Haddon, Jr.

January 31

Jena Bogovich

Lisa Smith

	
                                                                                                       2012


	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1    New Year’s Day 

Sunday School          9:00 a.m.

Worship w/Comm.   10:15 a.m.


	2 
Cub Scouts          7:00  p.m.


	3
Webelos & 

Boy Scouts                  6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir                7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                    8:00 p.m.
	4
	5
Messenger deadline     3:00 p.m.

Worship & Music        7:00 p.m.

AA                                 7:00 p.m.

Al anon                          8:00 p.m.

	6   Epiphany of  
           our Lord
	7

	8 
Worship w/Comm.     8:00 a.m.

Sunday School          9:00 a.m.

Worship w/Comm.   10:15 a.m. 

Girl Scouts/Fellowship Hall

                                1-4:00 p.m.
	9 
TOPS                    6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts          7:00  p.m.
Finance Comm.  7:00 p.m.


	10
Blood Drive/Fellowship Hall

                                 1-6:00 PM

Webelos & 

Boy Scouts                 6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir               7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                   8:00 p.m.

	11
Messenger Folding  9:30 a.m.                              
Council Meeting    7:00 p.m.

	12
Social Ministry           6:00 p.m.

AA                                7:00 p.m.

Al anon                         8:00 p.m.

	13
	14

	15 
Worship w/Comm.     8:00 a.m.

Sunday School          9:00 a.m.

Worship w/Comm.   10:15 a.m.
Family Game Day      1:30 p.m.

    In Fellowship Hall


	16 
TOPS                    6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts          7:00  p.m.

WELCA                7:00 p.m.
	17
Webelos & 

Boy Scouts                6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir              7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                   8:00 p.m.

	18
	19
Messenger. deadline    3:00 p.m.

AA                                7:00 p.m.

Al anon                        8:00 p.m.

	20
	21
Kathryn’s Kloset  

                       9-11:00 a.m.



	22 
Worship w/Comm.     8:00 a.m.

Sunday School          9:00 a.m.

Worship w/Comm.   10:15 a.m.
Girl Scouts              1-4:00 p.m.

SNOWDATE – 

Family Game Day      1:30 p.m.

    In Fellowship Hall


	23 

TOPS                    6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts          7:00  p.m.


	24
Webelos & 

Boy Scouts                6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir              7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                  8:00 p.m.

	25
Messenger Folding   9:30 a.m
Scout Parent/Leader Mtg

Fellowship Hall         7:00 p.m
	26
AA                                 7:00 p.m.

Al anon                          8:00 p.m.

	27
	28

	29
Worship w/Comm.      8:00 a.m.
Sunday School            9:00 a.m.

Worship w/Comm.     10:15 a.m
	30
TOPS                    6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts          7:00  p.m.


	31
Webelos & 

Boy Scouts                6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir              7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                   8:00 p.m.

	
	
	
	


	
Date


	Lector
	Greeters
	Communion

Assistants
	Bread
	Ushers
	Crucifer
	Acolyte/

Torch-

bearer
	Sound

System

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	January 1

10:15 AM


	Peg Biesecker
	Mary Siemsen

Dean Siemsen
	Doug Manning
	Cindy Manning
	Barb Moyer, Capt.

Judy Hoffman

Teresa Miller

Lori Bogovich
	Owen Long
	Mariah Brouse
	Mike Erdley

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 January 8

8:00  AM
	
	
	Judy Stuck
Sue Billman
	Lori Bogovich
	
	
	
	

	  January 8

10:15 AM


	David Menges
	Mary and Greg

Morton
	Mike Erdley

Blaine Shaffer
	Lori Bogovich
	Lee Miller, Capt.

Ken Reigle

David Menges

Bill Troutman
	Dylan Kremer
	Tyler London
	Bob Berry



	January 15

8:00 AM
	
	
	Brenda Herbert

David Herbert
	Lorraine Weaver
	
	
	
	

	January 15

10:15 AM
	Nick Auman
	Judy and Ken

Reigle
	Doug Manning

Nick Auman
	Lorraine Weaver
	Mike Erdley, Capt.

Glen Weaver

Mack Fleming

Nick Auman
	Trey Cunningham
	Amanda Hite


	David Menges

	January 22

8:00 AM
	
	
	Pat Propst
Tom Propst
	Esther
Bartholomew
	
	
	
	

	January 22

10:15 AM
	Karen VanGilder
	Sharon and Mack Fleming


	Mary Menges

David Menges
	Esther Bartholomew
	Tina Pontius, Capt.

Barb Moyer

Virginia Butler

Trish Long
	Kayla Billman
	Kobe Swanger
	Lou VanGilder

	  January 29

8:00 AM 
	
	
	Judy Stuck

Sue Billman
	Jane Ressler
	
	
	
	

	January 29
10:15 AM
	Don Steele
	Linda Bingaman

Sandy Miller
	Patricia Long

Virginia Butler
	Jane Ressler
	David Menges, Capt.

Derek Menges

Greg Morton

Blaine Shaffer
	Brennon Hilner
	Derek Amerman
	Harry Bingaman


Service Assistants for January 2012     
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St. John’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church

         570-473-3770

    sjelc300@ptd.net

                                       This Sunday at St. John’s
December 18, 2011

3rd Sunday in Advent

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion
Next Sunday at St. John’s

December 25, 2011

Christmas Day  
10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion



Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music   






              Reminder 





Mitten Tree and 


Birthright Tree donations


need to be dropped off 


at the Church by December 18th.





If you missed the poinsettia order deadline, you may still purchase Christmas poinsettia


flowers at your favorite florist or store and bring them to the Church by December 22nd  to help adorn our sanctuary this Christmas Eve.   You may submit donation information, in memory of or in honor of, to the Church Office by December 18th to be included in the Presentation Booklet.   If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Church Office.





December 24			December 24		


Family Worship Service		Candlelight Service with Communion


7:30 p.m.				11:00 p.m.


Come to Bethlehem and See      Festival music will precede the service





December 25


10:15 a.m.


Worship Service with Communion





January 1


10:15 a.m.


Worship Service with


Communion





HOLIDAY  WORSHIP 


SERVICE  SCHEDULE





BAZAAR EXCEEDS


LAST YEAR’S PROFIT





Thanks to all who made our annual Christmas Bazaar a great success!  Because of your donation, time and support, we made over $4000.   This money will benefit St. John’s, the Carol Main Scholarship Fund for pastor’s wives in Liberia, and ELCA Disaster Relief.


	Start thinking of new ideas for next year’s event and mark your calendar for the first weekend of December 2012 so you don’t miss out.   Happy New Year!





                                         WELCA





POSTAGE STAMPS


WANTED





	The Northumberland Grange is still


collecting cancelled postage stamps.  These will be used to help purchase medical supplies for the needy.    A collection basket is located in the hallway across from the Church Office.  





While They Were Sleeping





	It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were “keeping watch over their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Was it chilly? Were they tired? When angels appeared with news of a Savior, had the shepherds been talking about their troubles or sharing a good joke? 


	How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an ordinary night became the turning point of human history. How remarkable that God chose to set his great rescue plan in motion when only a young couple was paying attention and only a few shepherds were awake. 


	God’s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if he’s there or if he cares. The Christmas story tells us that God works out breathtaking plans for our lives in the dark, often while we’re sleeping or going about our ordinary routines. 








                     Memorials Received





In memory of


Mildred Moyer and Mary Bird


By Barb Moyer


Heating and Air Conditioning Fund





Periodicals


Postage Paid


Northumberland, PA





              


            Address Label





 MEMBERS: Catherine Broome; Mack Fleming; Carol Diehl; Mike Gautsch; Michael Ray, Richard Bowman.





PRAYER REQUEST:  


Barbara Twigg; Michele Givens; Sandy Northrup; Bob Taylor; LaRue Kratzer; 


Cheryl Reitz; Stephen Ippolito; Angie Ray;  Georgena Smith; Daniel Lyons; Beverly Windus; Betty Leitzel; Marlyn Deihl; Carol Moyer; Kay Drake; Bill Teisher; John Snyder; Mary Erdley; Irene Olley; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Ed and Jane DeGand; Lauren Reitz; Cassandra Reichenbach; Darvin Straub; Lisa Forbes; Jim Kline; Ann Burgard Thieman; Tanner Shovlin.  





HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:


Jeff Robinson; Elaine Kohl; Betty Hetrick; Romayne Hoffman; Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Jan Albertson; Frances Rohrbach; June Seebold; John Kistner; Margaret Rantz; Linda Ramsey; Cindy Stroh; Margaret Bright; Terry Walker; Phyllis Gordon; Joshua Gordon; Frances Hoffman; Harold  Reid; Ruth  Ramer; Joyce Shearer; Tina Pontius; Bob Wallace; Nancy Hendricks; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Hoffman; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Shirley Wolfe; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill.            





Pray for our military


Kale Gallo; Tom Stover











     


Daily Scripture Readings





December 14	1 Timothy 2:1-6


December 15	John 1:43-51


December 16	John 1:14-18


December 17	Philippians 4:4-9


December 18	1 Corinthians 15:41-49


December 19	Galatians 4:4-7


December 20	Luke 2:1-14


December 21	John 13:12-17


December 22	John 3:12-17


December 23	Luke 1:26-38	


December 24	John 1:1-14


December 25	Titus 3:4-7


December 26	Luke 2:15-20


December 27	1 John 4:7-21


December 28	Matthew 2:1-18











Attendance for December 4, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 49    10:15 a.m.  Service – 64  


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received:  $4353.00





Attendance for December 11, 2011


8:00 a.m.  Service – 51    10:15 a.m.  Service – 72 


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $4000.00


Offering received: $5104.25





























Merry Christmas and


A Happy New Year


From the Staff and their families.





Sue       Pastor Dale      Bill





                


                   LET THE GAMES BEGIN





Let’s get together on January 15th for an afternoon of fun and friendly competition beginning at 1:30 p.m. (so we have time to get home and change into more comfortable clothes).  The games can be anything from card games, board games or if someone wants to bring a Wii we can have bowling tournaments. Bring your favorite snack and a 2-liter bottle of soda or juice to share.  If interest contact the church office at 473-3770 to sign up and list what you might bring as a snack and a game.  





                           �
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�
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ADVENT OFFERING ENVELOPE – You should have received an Advent Offering Envelope in the mail. This replaces the traditional Advent Coin Folder. Would you please remember to graciously return this envelope with your Advent Offering? Please remember to put your name or envelope number on the envelope to insure you receive proper credit. These funds are used to support our church ministry and to meet our operating expenses.


FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS – As we approach the end of the year, please be reminded that if you want your financial contributions to be recorded on your “Contribution Statement” for calendar year 2011,  ALL financial contributions received up to and including Friday, December 31, will be recorded as 2011 donations. Any funds received after this date will be recorded as 2012 donations.





2012 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available for pickup in the Adult SS area. Feel free to deliver any boxes to friends, neighbors or shut-ins. If you were not issued an offering envelope box, please contact the church office.



































CHILDREN’S PROGRAM


PRACTICE SCHEDULED





On Sunday, December 18th, promptly at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary there will be a rehearsal for the Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m. Family Worship Service.   All Sunday School children are invited to participate.





Presentations Available





January 1	Bulletins, Celebrate, Wine


January 8	Bulletins, Celebrate, Wine


January 15	Bulletins, Candles, Wine


January 22	Altar Flowers, Bulletins,


		Celebrate, Wine, Candles


January 29	Altar Flowers, Bulletins,


		Celebrate, Wine, Candles





If you are interested in sponsoring a worship item in memory of or in honor of a loved one, please contact the Church Office.











