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From The Pastor
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September is an exciting time, as you
begin growing in wisdom with a new
year of school and Sunday school. Be a
“smart cookie” by making this special
container for your kitchen. Change the
pictures as your year goes by. Or fill the
container with cookies to give as a gift.

What you need:

2 identical disposable Q
plastic containers
(rectangular and clear)
11id

4 photos or drawings é
Scissors

Sticky bow or ribbon

(optional)
Cookies é !

What you do:
1. Cut four different pictures

or drawings to fit the sides
of your container. Allow
the edges to slightly
overlap around the four
sides of one container.

2. Gently set one container

inside the other. Then slide
the pictures or drawings
down between the two
containers to cover the
four sides. Press the inner
container down to secure
the pictures in place
between the sides.

3. Fill the container with

cookies, and put the lid on
top of the inner container.

4. You can put a sticky bow or

ribbon on the lid to make
the container look like a
present.
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Labor Day is almost here.  On Sunday, September 5th we will continue our tradition of honoring all the different vocations that our members have by asking each of you wear to church what you wear to work.  And as always if you work in grease or the barn, or at some other job that gets your clothes dirty, don’t wear them to church after you wore them to work because no one is going to want to sit in that same pew with you either on the 5th, or the next Sunday.  Wear to church what you wear to work, but wash it first for “cleanliness is next to Godliness”.  For we honor all our vocations because we are each called to them by God.
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And God calls us to another vocation as well:  we are called his own, made his children by baptism into Christ.  Through this sacrament we are adopted by our heavenly father and made an heir to a heavenly treasure that neither moth, nor rust, nor thief can take from us.  The word “vocation comes from the Latin “to call”.  We are called to our job because of our special skills or abilities for it.  And those are given to us by God.  And as God calls us to be his children, he calls us also to serve him.  Jesus tells us “many are called but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14).  The chosen were those who fulfilled God’s will for their calling.  In the parable they were called to the King’s banquet but had many excuses.

We learned from the Gospel on August 22nd that every Sunday is a celebration, and every communion is God’s banquet.  The book of Isaiah teaches us:
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“If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth…”

[image: image9.emf]Never allow anything that would separate you from Christ into your life without facing it and dealing with it.  Beware of allowing the influence of your friends or your circumstances to keep you from worship where we are strengthened and renewed in the presence of our Lord.  Just as the pearl of great price was more valuable than every other possession the merchant had, so is our relationship with Christ.  And when we are not spiritually right with him, he has one prescription: “Come to Me … .” That means be in worship where Christ has promised to be, receive communion where his love and forgiveness are given to all who believe, and fellowship with others whose strength of faith can be a support for you.  Christ calls us to “Come”, and the very moral and spiritual fiber of our soul is tested by this call.  We don’t need faith to answer the call, but we will discover that faith, a gift from God, is received and strengthened by doing so.  This call is also our vocation.  So join us on September 5th so that together we can all celebrate our vocations.

Rev. Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.

Labor Day Thoughts

This Labor Day weekend, it’s hard not to think about how unemployment has affected many people in our communities and churches. Congregations with unemployed members have a
calling to help however they can.

Some churches provide job fairs; some have regular meetings to help unemployed people cope. Some churches provide food and other necessities. Those who can should hire an unemployed brother or sister in Christ at a fair wage. The entire congregation should pray regularly for 
unemployed people.

Christians who’ve lost their jobs should know they still have work to do. The church always needs 

volunteers, and unemployed people can serve the Lord and help the church’s mission.

Charles Wesley made every Christian’s “work” clear in his hymn “A Charge to Keep I Have”:

A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,

A never-dying soul to save and fit it for the sky,

To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill;

O may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s will!

“He who labors as he prays lifts his heart to God with his hands.” – St. Bernard of Clairvaux
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As in St. John’s tradition, come to church on Sunday, September 5th

 (the day before Labor Day) dressed as you would for your profession.

Only Today
        There are two days in every week about which we shouldn’t worry.

One is yesterday, with its mistakes and cares, its aches and pains. Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.
        The other day is tomorrow, with its possible adversities and blunders. Until its sun rises, we have no stake in tomorrow, for it is yet unborn. 

        That leaves only one day – today. Anyone can fight the battle of just one day. It is only when we add the burden of those two eternities – yesterday and tomorrow – that contentment will escape us.
The Mission Statement

Heavenly Father, through your Holy Spirit inspire us to lives of service to Jesus, our Lord. Help us to respond with love and compassion to human needs, and to be faithful in sharing the Gospel to future generations. Lead us in faith, hope, and love in our daily walk so that we will work for peace in our world, and grow in unity with all Christians. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.            

	Bless the students
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Next Messenger
September 2nd
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OUR MEMBERS: We pray for Carl Dunkelberger; Margaret Bright; Roger Miller; Nancy Hendricks; Arlet Hummel; Tina Pontius; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Joyce Shearer; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Zachery Baker; Ron Rabuck; Doug Manning; George Campbell; Steve Lahr; Carol Hoffman; Dorothy Keihl.
SPECIAL PRAYERS: Chuck and Betty Leitzel; Keith Rogers; Lauren Reitz; Linda Ramsey; Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Tina Heim; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Ed and Jane DeGand; John Ruane; Alice Reigle; Donald Propst; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Lora Hay; Mark Hagy; Frank Holdren.    

  Our Military Prayer List:  Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover.


                                                                    EVENTS IN OUR AREA

   ( September 7 – Blood Drive, Trinity United Methodist Church, 6th and King Streets, 
                                   Northumberland.  Time: 1-6 p.m.
   ( September 12 – 2010 Youth Olympic Event (6-12 grades) Where: Zion Lutheran Church 
                                    (Youth Center), 5th and Markets Streets, Sunbury. Time: 5:30 p.m.


                                                                  EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S
( August 30 – First Day of School


     

( September 2 – Worship and Music, 7:00 p.m.
( September 6 – Office Closed
( September 8 – Church Council, 7:00 p.m.
( September 9 – Bread of Life, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
( September 9 – Social Ministry, 6:00 p.m.
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                                                        This Sunday at St. John’s
August 29, 2010 – The Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost  

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service 
Next Sunday at St. John’s

September 5, 2010 – The Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Worship With Communion  
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship With Communion 
3:00 p.m. Quiet Communion - Baptism


Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music 
Our Website: stjohnslutherannorthumberland.com[image: image4.png]
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September 1	Isaiah 53


September 2	2 Corinthians 11:16-33


September 3	2 Corinthians 5:16-21


September 4	Hebrews 12:1-3


September 5	Luke 23:35-43     


September 6	Ephesians 1:3-10


September 7	2 Corinthians 4:7-18


September 8	Matthew 27:45-50


September 9	James 3:1-12


September 10	Romans 3:9-20


September 11	Philippians 4:10-13


September 12	1 Corinthians 15:50-57


September 13	John 3:1-21


September 14	John 16:5-15
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Attendance for August 15, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 29         10:15 a.m. Service 48


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $2277.00


                                                                                       


Attendance for August 22, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 38    10:15 a.m. Service – 36


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $1817.25

















There is NO Men’s Chorus


On Sunday, September 5th.
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The church office will be closed


Monday, September 6th








BLOOD MOBILE


September 7, 2010


Trinity United Methodist Church


Northumberland


1:00-6:00 PM





St. John’s Evangelical


Lutheran Church


570-473-3770


sjelc300@ptd.net








Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children and youth of this nation, returning to their schools and colleges. May your Holy Spirit enlighten their minds, purify their vision and strengthen their wills. Protect them as they learn in the classroom and participate in activities outside it. May they learn to follow in your steps, just as you grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. Amen.
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One or two more people are needed to operate the sound system. If you are interested in being trained to be a sound system operator, please see


Bob Berry.














Special dates�
�
• Labor Day, September 6, 2010 �• Patriot Day (remembrance of Sept. 11), September 11, 2010 �• National Grandparents Day, September 12, 2010 �• Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15 – October 15, 2010 �• First Day of Autumn, September 23, 2010 �
�









