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From The Pastor

Part One: Our annual Family Camping trip was held the week of July 26-30 at Spring Gulch Camp Resort just outside of New Holland in Lancaster County.  We went to see Joseph at Sight and Sound one day.  The boys went fishing one day while the girls all went shopping in Intercourse.  We had our annual covered dish camping dinner.  We sat around the campfire at night making some-mores and mountain pies.  We went out to eat one night at the Shady Maple Smorgasbord.  The kids and a few adults enjoyed the swimming pool.  And these are just a few of the activities that filled our week.  We all decided to return to the same campground next year because there is so much more to do and see in the Lancaster area than we could get to in just a few days.  We go the same week every year.  Next year the dates are July 25-29, 2011.  Our sites were right by the upper pool, the bath house, and the tennis courts.
Part Two: Whenever we get into a quandary about what to do as Christians, we only have to look to Jesus, for he is the ultimate example for every Christian to follow.  Was everything perfect in his life?  Did everything always go his way?  Did trouble never assail him?  We know that none of that was the case.  He was rejected, attacked, questioned, denied and betrayed, and eventually crucified.  And no matter what befell him, he never lost sight of his true purpose and that was to fulfill the will of God who sent him.  Even when he knew what would happen to him in Jerusalem, and Christ knew everything, he did not let that deter him from going there because he knew it was God’s will.  Peter tried to stop him, and Jesus ordered him to get behind him, in other words to not stand in his way in the fulfillment of his Father’s will, but to follow him, support him, believe in him.  So whether Jesus encountered successes: like the raising of Lazarus, or the feeding of the 5,000, or the stilling of the storm; or failures: like the rich young man who could not follow him, or the Pharisees’ scorn, the constant attempts to trap him or trip him up and make him look bad before the people perpetrated by the lawyers and scribes; he steadfastly held to what he knew was his heavenly Father’s will.  In John 5:30 we read Jesus said:  “I do not seek my own will but the will of the Father who sent me”

We hear so many people talking today about their making a decision for Christ.  It is not our will, our determination, our decision that has any part of our Christian existence here.  Yes, in our every day lives, we do have drives, ambitions, goals, and wants that play a big part in the decisions we make.  But when it comes to our Christian lives, those have no part to play, only God’s will and purpose for us matters.  Jesus tells us plainly in John 15:16:  “You did not choose me, but I chose you …”

So every action on our part is a passive one, for we are responding to what Christ has already done for us.  He chooses us!  We either accept or reject him.  He is the initiator not we ourselves.  And of course God does not take us into his confidence and tell us what His will and purpose is for us.  But when Jesus wanted his disciples to know what they were to do, the scriptures say “he took them aside” (Luke 18:31).  That is why it is so important for us to be where Jesus is, in worship, in church.  For even as a young child when a lost Jesus was found in the Temple, he told his parents “He must be about his Father’s business”.   Our Heavenly Father’s business is still in the church, where we should also be for it is there we encounter God every week, where He can speak to us, guide us, and direct our lives in His service, to do His will, and accomplish the goals He sets for us. 

Rev. Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.

BIG FISH STORY!!! – Robyn Snyder has offered to cover the cost of the trout to be purchased for our Tom Snyder Memorial Fishing Tournament. What a wonderful blessing to have this expense taken care of. Robyn said “Tom would have wanted this”.  We extend our sincere and heartfelt thanks for this wonderful gift. 
WE HOPE TO BUY A GOAT with proceeds from our Fishing Tournament through HEIFER INTERNATIONAL. Heifer International, founded in 1944, is a non-profit organization that works to end world hunger and protect the Earth. Even after 66 years Heifer’s formula is a simple one.

By giving families in need a hand-up, not just a hand-out, they enable families to turn a life of hunger and poverty into one of self-reliance and independence. With gifts of livestock and training, families improve their nutrition and generate income in sustainable ways. These animals are referred to as LIVING LOANS because in exchange for receiving their animal and training in it’s care, each family agrees to give one of it’s
animal’s offspring to another family in need. It’s called Passing on the Gift. 

At our organizational meeting for our Fishing Tournament the vote was unanimous to donate profits from our event to purchase an animal for an impoverished family. We hope to buy a goat, cost of which is $120. Please help any way you can. As we all know – Teach a man to fish ~~~~~~. Fishing Tournament Committee
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ATTENTION COMMITTEES & GROUPS!

As the summer is coming to an end, please remember to stop by or call the church office (473-3770) to get your upcoming meetings/events scheduled on the church office calendar. 
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In July, three of our youth participated in a Servant Trip to Washington DC to learn about how the homeless people of that area are served by Luther Place-Steinbruck Center.  
Dani Erdley and Jena Bogovich presented a Temple Talk at the 10:15 service upon their return, sharing their insights of the Servant Trip.  

The following are a few excerpts from Jacob Hite’s summary of his experience, while in DC.  

“Our dinner on Sunday consisted of a dollar dinner.  We learned that evening how twenty-four people combined their ideas and one dollar each to reach a solution that pleased everyone in the group.  We had all decided to combine our money and hopefully purchase enough food for all of us to eat.  Several people were appointed as shoppers and we decided to purchase pasta, sauce, bread, and drinks.  After making our meal we found out firsthand how far twenty-four dollars can go.  We all thought we would not be having much to eat that evening, instead we had leftovers.  After eating our meal several of us helped with the clean up.  We all worked as a team and had a very successful meal with everyone having had a part in it.  This was our lesson on teamwork, helping, cooperation and reaching a goal.  

On Monday we had a homeless simulation staged by the workers at Luther Place and Steinbruck Center.  The simulation showed all of us how hard it is to live with nothing and how frustrating being homeless can be.  Even though it was only a simulation, I believe all of us realized how lucky we are to have the gifts God has given us and how quickly those gifts can be taken away and how much for granted we take things and don’t think about others.”
Jacob reports that one of their meals was eaten at a restaurant, which provides jobs for the less fortunate.  One seminar was centered on advocacy and the group wrote letters to congressmen and senators concerning the homeless and possible ways to help them.  
And our youth were assigned kitchen duties, (preparing green beans for cooking and husking corn), helping to prepare meals for the following day at DC Central Kitchen, which provides over 14,000 meals per day for the homeless in the Washington, DC area.  

We would like to thank Dani, Jena and Jacob for sharing their experiences with us.

At this time we would also like to thank the congregation for their support.  We collected $130, a gift from   St. John’s to Luther Place-Steinbruck Center, for their continuing mission to the homeless.  
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2010 YOUTH OLYMPICS – September 12th
We invite Lutheran Youth Groups and individuals (6th - 12th graders) 
and their friends to join us just for the fun of it Sunday, September 12th

at 5:30 p.m. Zion Lutheran Church Youth Center (5th & Market St. Sunbury) for the 2010 Youth Olympics.

Come for the thrill of competition. Come for the Gold Medals. If nothing else, come for the fellowship and free pizza. 

Zion’s Youth will again be hosting this annual event to get Lutheran Youth together for a night 
of fun, creativity, fellowship, and free pizza at the start of the school year! Please e-mail Pastor Rich at pastorrich@ptd.net if you would like to know more or are interested in coming. It is helpful to have a rough count as we make final arrangements. The competition is fun and based not just on athletic ability but also creativity, artistic talent, and teamwork! Hope to see all of you there!

        Every year St. John’s collects school supplies for LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF. This year we are also collecting items for health kits. As you enjoy your summer remember those less fortunate and pick up a few items for the kits. You do not need to assemble the entire kit. If you can contribute a box of crayons or a new hand towel, the ladies in WELCA will pack the kits.
        Last year we packed 136 school kits. Let’s do it again. – You may put the items in the hamper in hallway outside the church office.
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Riverview Cemetery, Northumberland 

A Day of Remembrance

On August 28, 2010 the Board of Managers of the Riverview Cemetery will host our fifth annual “Day of Remembrance” and balloon release. Beginning at noon, there will be a brief ceremony at which time the names of loved ones will be read and then the balloons will be released. People can purchase one or more balloons for a minimum of $5.00 each.

Fill out the form below and send it along with your contribution to our treasurer. You may also bring it the day of the ceremony. Make checks payable to Riverview Cemetery, c/o Dee Zboray, 305 Susquehanna Road, Northumberland, PA 17857.

Names and donations will also be accepted at the cemetery the day of the event, beginning at 11:00 A.M. Light refreshments will be available from 11:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M.

Please come out on August 28, 2010 to support our efforts in the upkeep of the cemetery and to honor your families and friends.

Names of Deceased to be remembered _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Donor ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________

Number of Balloons _________________                          Amount of Contribution ____________________
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September 1

Derek Amerman
Sherri Doebler
John Dunkelberger

Jack Hetrick

Bethany Roush

Kathy Specht

September 2
James Flaherty

September 3

Janice Albertson

Jordan Brouse

Noah Duncan

Tammy Fitzgerald

Michael Luden

Nicole Ritschel

Jane Wieand

September 4

Desteny Ferguson

Brenda Herbert

Scott Holub

Bernadette Payne

September 5
Shirley McCreary

Deborah Spigelmeyer

September 6
Michael Sees

   September 7
   Christopher Hoffman

September 8
Carl Dunkelberger

Todd Hendricks

Daniel Lehman

Michael Matsko

September 9
Linda Bingaman

Dean Paul

Carolyn Smith

Linda Taylor

September 10
Lois Dodge

Jon Heintzelman

September 11
Toniell Bahner

Michael R. Daddario

Edward Dodge

Michael Frehafer

Louise Spigelmeyer

September 12
Carol Diehl

Steven Kiger

September 13
Jacob Feaster

Aaron Kuttruff

Doris Lagerman

Mary Morton

Marci Jo Showers

September 14
Sara Robinson

Ty Ulrich

September 15
Lisa Bingaman
David Campbell

Albert Stuck

Karen VanGilder

September 16
Charles Doebler

Lewis Litchard

Susan Litchard

Ricky Zeigler
September 17
Judy Hoffman

Aaron Naginey

September 19
Judy Dunkelberger

Brian Naginey

September 20
Bonnie Berry

John Buch

Brayden Varney

September 21
Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.

Kevin Leitzel

Brandon Ray

Amie Shipe

Christopher Spigelmeyer

Marah Watt

September 22
Kelsey Bahner

Joshua Domaracki

Zachary Ray

Jason Smeltz

September 23
Gina Gessel

Kyrie Kelly

Eryn Swanger

September 24
Andrea Hafer

Deborah Wolfe

September 25
Jackson Booker

Thurston Fulmer

September 26
Brittany Beaver

Michael Bowman

Jamie Feaster

Melodie Ford

Shirley Hudock

Teneile Roush

Ryan VanKirk

Terry Walker, Jr.

Leslie Wallace

September 27
Bill Hockenbrock

Harry Hopewell, Jr.

September 28
Pamela Brungard

September 29
Matthew Persing
September 30

Courtney Smith

OUR MEMBERS: We pray for; Carl Dunkelberger; Margaret Bright; Roger Miller; Nancy Hendricks; Arlet Hummel; Tina Pontius; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Joyce Shearer; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Zachery Baker; Ron Rabuck; Doug Manning; George Campbell; Steve Lahr; Carol Hoffman.
Please keep in your prayers the family of Velma Shearer (mother to Reverend. A.J. Shearer)
Velma entered into eternal rest August 1, 2010.
SPECIAL PRAYERS: Chuck and Betty Leitzel; Keith Rogers; Lauren Reitz; Linda Ramsey; Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Tina Heim; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Ed and Jane DeGand; John Ruane; Alice Reigle; Donald Propst; Janel Gallo Berdell; Pat Shaffer; Marty Ruk; Steve and Rose Brungard.    

     Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover                                     


                                                                    EVENTS IN OUR AREA

(  August 28 – Riverview Cemetery A Day of Remembrance begins at noon. A balloon can be purchased for   
                            $5.00 with the names of your loved ones which will be released at the ceremony.  



( August 12 – Bread of Life, 5:00-6:00 p.m.
( August 12 – Social Ministry, 6:00 p.m.

( August 15 – Volunteer Recognition Luncheon
( August 19 – Christian Education/Evangelism 7:00 p.m.
( August 19 – Messenger Deadline.
( August 25 – Preschool Open House

   ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER (USPS-515-660) is published biweekly, annually, by 
     St. John’s Lutheran Church, 300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.

     Periodical postage paid at Northumberland, PA.

     POSTMASTER: Send address change to St. John’s Messenger, 

     300 Queen Street, Northumberland, PA 17857.
  ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
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             Lutheran Church
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                                                        This Sunday at St. John’s
August 15, 2010 – The Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost  

8:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service 
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon after 10:15 service

George Groff Preaching

Next Sunday at St. John’s

August 22, 2010 – The Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost
8:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service 


Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music 
Our Web Site: stjohnslutherannorthumberland.com
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	Sun 
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri
	Sat
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	1

	2
Messenger Deadline
Worship & Music 7:00 PM

AL ANON 7:00PM

AA 8:00 PM

	3 

	4  



	5 
Worship w/Comm. 8:00 AM

Sunday School, 9:00 AM
Men’s Chorus Practice 9:30 AM

Worship w/Comm. 10:15 AM

Quiet Communion 3:00 PM

	6
TOPS 6:00 PM
Labor Day

Office Closed


	7

	8  
Council 7:00 PM

	9
Bread of Life, 5:00-6:00 PM

Social Ministry, 6:00 PM

AL ANON 7:00PM

AA 8:00 PM 

	10

	11


	12 
Worship 8:00 AM 

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Rally Day
Worship 10:15 AM

	13
TOPS 6:00 PM

Cub Scouts 7:00 PM
Finance 7:00 PM


	14
Boy Scouts 7:00 PM
	15

	16
Messenger Deadline
AL ANON 7:00PM

AA 8:00 PM

	17

	18 

Naginey-McCann
Wedding

3:30 PM

(Pastor Brian Beissel)

	19 Worship 8:00 AM

Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM
George Groff Preaching


	20
TOPS 6:00 PM

WELCA 7:00 PM
Cub Scouts 7:00 PM

	21
 Boy Scouts 7:00 PM

	22

	23 

AL ANON 7:00PM

AA 8:00 PM

	24

	25
Fellowship Hall
Reserved

1-10 PM

	26 Worship 8:00 AM

Sunday School 9:00 AM

Worship 10:15 AM
George Groff Preaching
Away
	27
TOPS 6:00 PM

Property 7:00 PM
Cub Scouts 7:00 PM
	28
Boy Scouts 7:00 PM
	29

	30 
AL ANON 7:00PM

AA 8:00 PM
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Service Assistants for September 2010     
	
Date


	Lector
	Greeters
	Communion

 Assistants


	Bread
	Ushers
	Acolyte
and
Crucifer
	Sound

System

	Sept. 5
8:00 AM


	
	
	8:00 AM

Tom Propst
Pat Propst
	Lorraine

Weaver

	
	
	

	Sept. 5
10:15 AM


	Mary
Siemsen
	Greg Morton
Mary Morton

	10:15 AM

Blaine Shaffer
Matt Billman
	Lorraine

Weaver 
	Tina Pontius, Capt

Barb Moyer
Virginia Butler
Sally Mayer

	Derek 

Menges
	Dani 

Erdley



	Sept. 5
3:00 PM

Quiet Comm.
	
	
	3:00 PM
Diane Hoffman
	
	
	
	

	Sept. 12
10:15 AM


	Mike 

Erdley
	Gary Smith
Carolyn Smith
	
	
	Judy Bickel, Capt.

Curtis Bickel
Kyle Bickel
Zach Bickel


	Wes 

Bickel
	Bob Berry

	Sept. 19
10:15 AM


	June
Diehl
	Doug Manning
Cindy Manning

	
	 
	Lee Miller, Capt.

Ken Reigle

David Menges

Bill Troutman


	Nick

Auman
	David

Menges

	Sept. 26
10:15 AM


	David
Menges

	Rick Smeltz

Karen Smeltz


	
	
	Doug Manning Capt. Lou VanGilder 

Franklin Hoffman

Frank Hoffman


	Jessica

 Steele
	Lou

VanGilder
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SOAP


A brand new bar of soap signals dignity and cleanliness. LWR accepts 


new bars of ANY BRAND soap, in its original wrapping. All bar sizes are


accepted; however, bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) are highly preferred.








Periodicals


Postage Paid


Northumberland, PA
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      Our Scriptures


   August 18	Hebrews 1:1-4


August 19	Matthew 23:23-24


   August 20	Colossians 3:16-17


August 21	Romans 8:31-39


   August 22	Galatians 4:3-7     


   August 23	Romans 6:1-11


   August 24	John 5:24


   August 25	1 John 5:13-15


   August 26	1 John 2:1-6


   August 27	1 Peter 1:22-25


   August 28	      Romans 5:1-2


   August 29	 Romans 8:26-27


   August 30	Luke 15:1-7


   August 31	Matthew 6:19-21 














              


            Address Label





Attendance for August 1, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 40         10:15 a.m. Service 49


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $3499.00                                                                                      


Attendance for August 8, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 42    10:15 a.m. Service – 44


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00


Offering Received: $3119.00








� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.labsafety.com/images/xl/35-oz-Bar-Soap-LSS-_i_lbw153401S.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.labsafety.com/35-oz-Bar-Soap-72-case_s_164114/Hand-Cleaners_27378980/&usg=__Y_WMSLIZRblR75jqtNF7P3FyFxQ=&h=318&w=450&sz=23&hl=en&start=78&itbs=1&tbnid=-_gQkLfzEa1MNM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbar%2Bof%2Bsoap%26start%3D72%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enUS259US260%26ndsp%3D18%26tbs%3Disch:1%26prmd%3Divs" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:-_gQkLfzEa1MNM:http://www.labsafety.com/images/xl/35-oz-Bar-Soap-LSS-_i_lbw153401S.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Pastor Away





SCHOOL KITS


( Padded or spiral notebooks of ruled paper approximately 8”x10-1/2” totaling 150-200 sheets 


  (if using 70-count notebooks, please include three); do not include loose-leaf paper.


( One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)


( One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other


( One pencil sharpener


( Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band


( One eraser approximately 2-1/2” long


( 12 sheets of construction paper in assorted colors (if necessary, fold in half to fit into the school kit bag)


( One box of 16 or 24 crayons


( One sturdy cloth bag approximately 12”x14” with cloth handles or drawstring closure 





























� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://g-ec2.images-amazon.com/images/I/517B4BKK84L.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sodahead.com/fun/what-bar-of-soap-is-in-your-bath-tub-right-now/question-275165/%3Fpage%3D2&usg=__BdB5Izs-Ey3baGcbvI0lYKu-d58=&h=500&w=500&sz=35&hl=en&start=328&itbs=1&tbnid=eI8haU2FWlhPOM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbar%2Bof%2Bsoap%26start%3D324%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4RNWN_enUS259US260%26ndsp%3D18%26tbs%3Disch:1%26prmd%3Divs" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:eI8haU2FWlhPOM:http://g-ec2.images-amazon.com/images/I/517B4BKK84L.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Pastor Away





The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.





School begins August 30th!


Welcome back preschool students


and teachers!
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    September 2010      





SEWING FABRIC


Additional fabric for the recipients of sewing kits provides fabric for extra sewing practice, to make clothing 


for themselves, or clothing to sell.


( Fabric should be pre-washed cotton or cotton-blend (no knits or 100% polyester)


( Fabric should have no stains or holes


( Very important: fabric should be cut in three-yard lengths if it is 44” or 45” wide, or four-yard 


     lengths if it is 36” wide


( Fold each piece separately when packing





Megan Ashley Persing


and Joshua Lee Campbell


exchanged wedding vows


at St. John’s August 7, 2010.


Congratulations to 


Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Campbell.
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HEALTH KITS


( One hand towel, dark color recommended


( One washcloth, dark color recommended


( One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand, in its original wrapping


( One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging


( One comb, wide tooth preferred (remove packaging)


( One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached, remove packaging


   (do not substitute cardboard emery boards for the file)


( Six Band-Aids ( (or similar brand), preferably ½” to ¾”; secure together with a rubber band
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                                                                                                              Pastor Away
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Only one answer


Having a happy time? �Praise God. �Life getting difficult? �Seek God. �Having a quiet moment? �Worship God. �Suffering great pain? �Trust God. �Puzzled about what to do? �Ask God. �Overwhelmed with joy? �Thank God.


�
�
�
�









IN MEMORY of Eleanor Polan 


for the Undesignated Fund, by 


Arlene M. Briner.





IN MEMORY of Derl Kauffman 


for the Hand Held Microphone, by 


June Kauffman Diehl.











• Faith is essentially reasonable.


It trusts in the character and promises of God. �---E. Chris Curvin








