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If you have been checking out the calendar on St. John’s new web site, you probably have already seen the date, but for those of you who can’t, or haven’t, the First Communion Retreat this year will be held on Saturday, May 15th beginning at 9:00 a.m. and going until 3:00 p.m.  It will once again be held at Weller Park in Shamokin Dam.  Those attending must bring a Bible, a pencil or pen, and the dates of the birth and baptism.  To be eligible a student must be completing the 3rd grade or above this June.  They should wear every-day for-play clothing that fits the weather forecast for the day (usually that means dressing in layers so that as the day warms up, or when it is recess time, they can take jackets or sweaters off.

Watch for more information and directions to Weller Park in upcoming Newsletters.

                                                                                                                                                             Rev. Dale F. Biesecker
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9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  Matthew 28:9-15a 

         Some long to touch the hem of his garment, others his feet.  Others connect with him in prayerful service to the people on the margins of society.
        Hidden in the texts for Easter Monday are the stories of Jesus' Easter visits and the attempted cover-up by the chief priests. This brings us back to the early days of the church, when lies were spread to weaken the message. The money Judas received to betray Jesus had not succeeded in silencing God.            
         I often find contentment in reading the story of Jesus' resurrection appearances, but there's a deep longing to see him myself, to kneel in wonderful awe, to see the marks on his feet and be filled overflowing with gratitude.

 
 Lord, in our humble service, fill us with your Spirit, the Spirit of the resurrected Christ
 and help us be stewards of the mystery of his living presence. Amen.
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Kurt Sortland                                                                             The Lakes Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, Nev.
Master of Divinity, 1976
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Easter Sunday Services do not happen all by themselves. Months of preparation and planning are needed. Something else that is necessary is someone to do the preparation and planning. Yes, the church has employees and we are forever grateful for their hard work each and every day. St. John’s is also blessed with many talented volunteers who share their gifts during the services. And we cannot forget the many behind-the-scene volunteers, who devote their time and talents to worship preparation.  

Take a moment next Sunday and think about the music you hear, the flowers you see, both inside and outside our Sanctuary, and the Communion you are served. How does it all happen.....through God’s grace and a caring, giving congregation. 

Thank you to all who participated and helped to honor our Risen Lord on Easter Sunday!

Jesus Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!
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Thanks from the Youth Group to all who donated money and candy for our recent Egg Hunt. Twenty-five youngsters braved the gloomy weather to help Easter Bunny find his lost eggs!

                                            A thank you was received from Betty Yerg for the Easter gifts she received.
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The Fifth Annual Bishop’s Open Golf Classic

Monday, May 10th, 2010

Susquehanna Valley Country Club

Registration Deadline by April 16, 2010

Call (570) 922-1587 or e-mail cml@campmountluther.org

Camp Mount Luther holds this event, in partnership with Upper Susquehanna Synod Bishop Robert L. Driesen, to have fun and raise funds in order to better our youth in a faith based camping program.  

Flyer with more information is posted on the Bulletin Board.
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C R E A T I O N   2 0 1 0

WHO:  YOU ARE INVITED!  All ages are welcome, families and friends, 
with a specific outreach to Youth.  
WHAT: The nation’s largest Christian music festival! Includes 60 plus 
artists and speakers, 5 stages, 4 days, fireworks, woods seminars, extreme
                                    sports, skate park, camping, food court, and music store

WHEN:  
June 29th (early registration) – July 3

WHERE:  
Agape Farm in Mt. Union, PA

WHY:    
The Festival is much more than just the music.  Creation is about honoring the 

Word of God through speakers and seminars and “Paying Tribute to Our Creator”. 
The prayerful goal for CREATION 2010 is that people will be changed, restored,          and challenged to serve the Lord and to make a difference in this world!

HOW:
            Registration fee is $102, ($15 extra for hot water showers) and the deadline is 

May 1st.  For more info and to sign up, call or email: 

Dani Erdley 473-7180 derdley12@gmail.com  
[image: image14.wmf]Judy Bickel 490-8721 jbickel@ptd.net
You may also get more information 
           on Creation website 
        www.creationfest.com 
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CAMP MOUNT LUTHER SPRING OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, April 25, 2010
Open House Tours will run from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

●Learn about Summer Camp Program     ●Take a guided tour of the Camp

●Meet members of the Summer Ministry Team and Alumni Staff    ●See a Camel ????
First time campers attending open house will receive $15 discount coupon

toward their week at camp in 2010.  Mark your calendars!
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                                                               ATTENTION

                We need all the good St. John’s bakers to contribute to our 
“Rummage, Soup and Bake Sale”. This is your invitation to contribute.
Please have the baked goods at the church by Thursday April 22.








Last Chance For A Sweet Treat Of Girl Scout Cookies!
 If you missed out on getting cookies or would like to pick up a couple of more boxes, here is your chance to satisfy your cookie tooth and support our troop. We have a few boxes left of the following cookies:  
●Trefoils--shortbread cookies   ●Samoas--shortbread cookie with caramel, chocolate and coconut
●Tag-A-Longs--cookie with peanut butter cream covered in chocolate

The cost is $3.50 per box and they freeze well. Call Judy Boyer--473-7003 or Darla Yocum 473-8919

We also want to thank St. John's for allowing the troop to rehearse their dance for the Girl Scout Event at the Mall. It was very successful and the girls really appreciated the use of the projector to learn their dance and the use of Fellowship Hall to practice in. In the girl's words, "St. John's rocks!"  Thank you so much!


OUR MEMBERS: We pray for Kathy Wagner; Mike Sees; Margaret Bright; Roger Miller; Nancy Hendricks; Dorothy Hechler; Arlet Hummel; Steve Lahr; Tina Pontius; Eleanor Polan; Virginia Rosancrans; Barb Eisely; Dave Eisely; Cheryl Yeager; Bob Wallace; Joyce Shearer; Erna Snyder; Romayne Hoffman; Betty Hetrick; Michael Payne; David Roush; Frances Hoffman; Zachery Baker; Ron Rabuck; Holly Bedisky; Calaina Berry-Propst; Doug Manning; Mike Sees; Ruth Ramer; George Campbell.
SPECIAL PRAYERS: Keith Rogers; Lauren Reitz; Peggy Patanella; Linda Ramsey; Tim Mace; Sally Pinches; Carol Wilks; Harold Reid; Cindy Stroh; Edwin Miller, Jr.; Tina Heim; Carol Watts; Joshua Gordon; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill; Ed and Jane DeGand; John Ruane; Steve and Rose Brungard; Alice Reigle; Donald Propst; Joan Bagley; The Prentice Family; G. Donald Buckley; Jay Buckles.                                                     


SPECIAL MILITARY PRAYERS: Jonathan Swank; Kale Gallo; Tom Stover.   



                                                                   EVENTS IN OUR AREA

·  April 15 – Turkey Dinner at Grace Lutheran Church, 120 Spruce St, Sunbury – Thursday (4:00-6:30 p.m.)

                                                                  EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S
( April 8 – Bread of Life 5:00-6:00 p.m.
( April 8 – Social Ministry 6:00 p.m.
( April 12 – Finance 7:00 p.m.
( April 14 – Church Council 7:00 p.m.

( April 15 – Christian Ed/Evangelism 7:00 p.m.
( April 15 – Messenger Deadline
( April 16 – Soup Order Deadline
( April 17 –Adopt-a-Highway 9:00 a.m.
( April 19 – WELCA 7:00 p.m.
( April 21 – Set Up of Rummage Sale
( April 22 and 23 – Rummage Sale and Bake Sale 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
( April 24 – Rummage Sale 8:00 a.m. until Noon
( April 25 – Pizza Order Deadline
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                                                        This Sunday at St. John’s
April 11, 2010 – Second Sunday of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Worship Service With Communion 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service With Communion
Next Sunday at St. John’s

April 18, 2010 – Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m. Worship Service With Communion 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Worship Service With Communion 


Church Office Hours Mon-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music 
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Please use the handy order


form to order your pizzas.


Your order can be placed in the offering plate with envelope marked


“PIZZA SALE”,


dropped off in the church office,


or give to any Social Ministry member.





Thanks


 from 


 Social Ministry





 


PIZZA SALE: Orders being taken for Bake and Eat Pizzas from Marlin’s Sub Shop. These pizza are made fresh, individually wrapped and can be frozen. To prepare, simply remove packaging, place in pre-heated 350 degree oven for 8-10 minutes and it’s ready to eat. They have not previously been baked, so do refrigerate or freeze until you are ready to bake. Members of Social Ministry had an opportunity to “sample the goods” at their February meeting and we all agreed they were very good and certainly worth the $5.00 purchase price. Proceeds from this sale will benefit Haiti Disaster Relief.       
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Attendance for March 28, 2010


8:00 a.m. Service – 91       10:15 a.m. Service – 91


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00   Offering Received: $3749.00





April 1, 2010 Maundy Thursday Attendance:  41    Offering Received: 538.00





April 2, 2010 Good Friday Services Attendance: 30     Offering Received: $205.00





Attendance for April 4, 2010


6:00 a.m. Service – 104    10:15 a.m. Service – 156


Average Weekly Offering Needed to Meet Budget: $3612.00        Offering Received: $6320.00








Proceeds For Haiti Disaster Relief





Soup Sale





The “Soupsters” are doing their soup thing again.


We will be selling:


●Chicken Corn ●Vegetable Beef ●Ham & Bean


The sale benefits Narthex Update/Bathroom Fund and                 2012 Youth Gathering.





Please place your order by April 16th





Soup can be picked up April 22-23








  NAME ___________________________________








Number of quarts at $4.00 per quart.








Chicken Corn   ________   @  $4.00 ________





Vegetable Beef ________   @  $4.00 ________





Ham and Bean _________  @  $4.00 ________








  Total amount             $ __________________








 Date Paid ________ check #_______ cash ______














  April 20	1 Timothy 5:17-18


   April 21	Galatians 4:4-5


   April 22	Numbers 6:24-26


April 23	Genesis 1:26-27


   April 24	John 14:1-14     


   April 25	Isaiah 52:3-10


   April 26	Romans 1:18-20








THE SPRING RUMMAGE SALE


to be held April 22, 23, 24


You may bring your items to the church. Please put them on the 


Stage in Fellowship Hall. NO electronics please! 





We are also taking soup orders until April 16th.


Please use the order form to place your order.





�





The next Messenger Deadline is


2:30 p.m. Thursday, April 15th 





  Matthew 28:9-15a (NRSV)


10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 


they will see me."  11 While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told


the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 After the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13 telling them, "You must say, 'His disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.'  14 "If this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble."  15 So they took the money and did as they were directed. 























NEEDED – Icing Containers with lids for a Bible School Project.  (Example as pictured) You may drop them off at the church office. 


Look for VBS News in the next Messenger!

















    �     PIZZA ORDER








   Name _____________________________________








   Telephone # ________________________________





 


   Qty. Ordered __________ @ $5.00 each ___________








   Amt. Enclosed _____________








   Check # ______________             Cash ____________








    Order date deadline: April 25th              Pick up Date: May 4th





                      (Please include payment with order)


     All orders may be picked up in Church Social Hall.





    Pick up times will be published in Bulletins and future Messengers.














God’s seasons�
�
“He brought light out of darkness, not out of a lesser light, and he can bring thee summer out of winter, though thou hast no spring, though in the ways of fortune or understanding or conscience thou have been benighted till now, wintered and frozen, clouded and eclipsed, damped and benumbed, smothered and stupefied till now. Now God comes to thee, not as the dawning of the day, not as the bud of the spring, but as the sun at noon. … All occasions invite his mercies, and all times are his seasons.” ��                   —John Donne �
�









FOUND


●Med. size yellow gold hoop earring


●Multi-color beaded bracelet


●Small cross pendant with baguette clear stones


If you are the owner of any of these


Items, you may claim them by stopping by the church office to identify.








�








  April 13	Mark 10:46-52


   April 14	John 1:12-14


   April 15	John 6:16-21


April 16	Acts 20:32-35


   April 17	Luke 2:29-32     


   April 18	John 1:26-34


   April 19	Psalm 91:1-6








Sunday Presentation Openings:


April 11 – Altar Flowers, Celebrates


April 18 – Bulletins, Candles, Celebrates, Communion Wine


April 25 – Bulletins, Celebrates, 


May 2 – Candles, Communion Wine


If you are interested in sponsoring any of these worship supplies in memory or in honor of someone near and


dear to you, please call or stop by the church office.








THE SPECIAL [pink] ENVELOPES found in the pews during the month of APRIL                                   are designated for Rocky Hill Mission-Navajo in Montana.











