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From The Pastor

                         [image: image1.emf]Part One

Thank you to everyone in the congregation who included Peggy and me in your Christmas remembrances and celebrations this year.  I heard of the problems with the mailing (by accident from our mail man who didn’t know what the mailing was that was lost, and was puzzled by my having no idea what he was talking about as he reported on no one finding our mailing at the Norry post office, so it must be stuck in Harrisburg).  But despite the set back, the congregation’s response to my Christmas gift was very close to the previous year’s.  I commend you all.  Plus, I thank you for all the cookies, fudge, and other gifts which you gave.  Christmas is all so very busy and tiring, but your support lifts me up through it all.  I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and will have a wonderful, safe, healthy and happy New Year!
                                                                           Part Two
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 Reminder to one and all about the Congregational Game Day on Sunday, January 15th, beginning at 1:30 p.m.  The congregation will supply hotdogs and some beverages.  You should bring your favorite game or games to play with others and a snack or beverage to share.

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall where there will be plenty of tables to set up to gather around.  There will also be a Wii for bowling or baseball or tennis.  So come to have fun, and of course don’t come in your Sunday finest, but dress casual for comfort.
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As I am writing this, the weather for that weekend is to be mostly sunny, temperatures in the mid 30’s and only a 10% chance of precipitation.  But that forecast can change, and everyone knows how accurate weather reporting can be, so if bad weather sets in (ice, snow, freezing rain) it will be postponed until the following Sunday.

Come join us because “the more the merrier” with a lot more options of different games and partners and teams to join in with and have a mid-winter blast.  And we will have you home to watch any football play-off games that will be airing Sunday night.  Remember, that our “kickoff” is 1:30 p.m. on Sunday January 15th, but if you can’t join us that early, stop in as you can, and leave as you need to.  Don’t be shy, come for the fun, stay for the fellowship.











Pastor Dale F. Biesecker, Jr.
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STORIES OF FAITH IN ACTION
Where Your Weekly Offering Goes
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Thank You!

Together we do God’s work in ways that

no individual, congregation, or Synod can do alone.

Information provided by the ELCA website







Sunday, January 15

Family Game Day, Fellowship Hall, 1:30 p.m.
Monday, January 16

WELCA, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19

Messenger deadline, 3:00 p.m.






Christian Ed/Evangelism Committee, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 21

Kathryn’s Kloset, 9-11:00 a.m.
Sunday, January 22

Snow date for Family Game Day
Wednesday, January 25

Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m. 


Saturday, January 14
FLOOD SU, Synod Youth Gathering at Susquehanna University


4-7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 15
United Lutheran Church (Wolfe’s Crossroads), Sunbury, Central Susquehanna Valley Interfaith Council, Annual 
Sunbury Interfaith Prayer Service, 3:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 19
Ham Dinner, Grace Lutheran Church, Spruce Street, Sunbury


4-6:30 p.m.    Adults - $8   Children - $4
Sunday, January 22
Mt. Luther Camperson Event, Camp Mt. Luther, 

Mifflinburg, 3:00 p.m.
                                   



February 1

Annabelle Booker

Kania Brown

Mary Dunkelberger

Patrick Fiori III


February 2

Corinne Brock

Allana Long

Erin Reigle

February 3

Tammy Fitzgerald

Patricia Propst

February 4

Barbara Savidge

February 5

Katelyn Eisely

February 6

Weston Campbell

Jane Galow

February 7

Jennifer Berry

Sarah Long

Robert Neitz III

February 8

Frank Knorr

Barbara Moyer

Mary Startzel

February 9

Ryan Billman

Isabella Heckert

Sandra Miller

Ian Reitz

February 10

Bryant Hamor

Bessie Hetzendorf

Alison Reigle

February 11

Christopher Eisely

William Troutman

February 12

William Duncan III

Malinda Sawyer

February 13

Samantha Hamor

Jeana Snyder


February 14

Roger Kerstetter

Robert Snyder

February 15

Leonard Broome

Jennifer Fleming

Susan Fromm

Kathryn Kistner

February 16

David Bogovich

Robert Naginey

Allen Potter

David Wolfe

February 17

TeeAnn Ferguson

Clayton Kessler III

February 18

Evan Neidig

February 19

Brian Kauffman

Robert Mull IV

Jessica Steele

February 20

Lauren Knouse

Judy Kohl

Jack Luden

February 21

William Jacavage

February 22

Sophia Feathers

Lynn Noecker

Nicholas Sees

February 23

George Eisenhower

Cole Stuck

February 24

Betsy Kauffman

Tina Vayda

Joey Walter

Glen Weaver

Lorraine Weaver

Katherine Welsh

February 25

Richard Smeltz

February 26

Jennifer Fromm

James Smith

Nancy Tomlinson

Glenda Whitecavage

February 27

James Brosious Jr.

Dustin Holub

Mark Sees

February 28

James Kohler Sr.

Michael Sees

Steven Snyder

Yulia Sterowski-Heck

February 29

Samantha Ferguson 
Service Assistants for February 2012     

	
Date


	Lector
	Greeters
	Communion

 Assistants
	Bread
	Ushers
	Crucifer
	Acolyte/

Torch-

bearer
	Sound

System

	Feb 5
8:00 AM
	
	
	Brenda Herbert

David Herbert
	Carol Diehl

	
	
	
	

	Feb 5
10:15 AM


	Virginia Butler
	Jacki and Caitlin Cunningham
	Blaine Shaffer

Doug Manning
	Carol Diehl

	Bob Berry, Capt.
Bonnie Berry

Maryann Berry

Mike McWilliams
	Kayla Billman
	Trey Cunningham
	Nick Auman

	Quiet Communion
1:00 PM
	
	
	Ann Varney
	
	
	
	
	

	Feb 12
8:00  AM
	
	
	Judy Stuck

Sue Billman


	Pat Propst
	
	
	
	

	Feb 12

10:15 AM
	Boy Scouts
	Boy Scouts
	Mary Menges

David Menges
	Pat Propst
	Boy Scouts
	Tyler London
	Kobe Swanger
	Bob Berry

	Feb 19
8:00 AM
	
	
	Pat Propst
Tom Propst
	Teresa Miller
	
	
	
	

	Feb 19
10:15 AM
	Mary Siemsen
	Joann and

Don Steele
	Nick Auman

Peg Biesecker
	Teresa Miller
	Lee Miller, Capt.
Ken Reigle

David Menges

Bill Troutman
	Amanda Hite
	Dylan Kremer
	David Menges

	      Feb 22

Ash Wednesday

7:30 PM
	Dave Eisely
	Kate Billman

Laurie Robinson
	Virginia Butler

Trish Long
	Laurie Robinson
	David Menges, Capt.

Blaine Shaffer

Greg Morton

Derek Menges
	
	Mariah Brouse
	

	Feb 26

8:00 AM
	
	
	Brenda Herbert
David Herbert
	Judy Reigle
	
	
	
	

	       Feb 26

10:15 AM
	Mike Erdley
	Mary Siemsen

Dean Siemsen
	Mike Erdley

Doug Manning
	Judy Reigle
	Doug Manning, Capt.

Lou VanGilder

Franklin Hoffman

Frank Hoffman
	Owen Long
	Brennon Hilner
	Lou VanGilder



	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	 
	 
	 
	1 
	2 Groundhog Day
Worship &  Music          7:00 p.m.

AA                                    7:00 p.m.

Al Anon                           8:00  p.m.


	3 
	4 

	5    Congregational
      Meeting   
Worship w/Comm         8:00 a.m.
Sunday School             9 :00a.m.

Worship w/Comm       10:15 a.m.

Quiet Communion        1:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts/FH          1-4:00 p.m.
	6 

TOPS                         6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts                7:00 p.m.
Finance Comm.      7:00  p.m.
Scout District Committee

                                 7:00  p.m  
	7 
Webelos & Boy Scouts                                                     
                                       6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir                   7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                       8:00 p.m.
	8 
Council                7:00 p.m.
	9 
NO BREAD OF LIFE

Social Ministry               6:00 p.m.
AA                                    7:00 p.m.

Al Anon                            8:00 p.m.
.
	10 
	11 

	12          Boy Scout               

               Sunday
Worship w/Comm           8:00 a.m.

Sunday School               9 :00a.m.

Worship w/Comm         10:15 a.m.


	13
TOPS                        6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts              7:00  p.m.
Scout District 

  Commissioner       7:00  p.m.   
	14    Valentine's 
                   Day         
Webelos & Boy Scouts            
                                    6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir                7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                    8:00 p.m.

	15 
	16 
Fellowship Hall Reserved

                            9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Christian Ed/Evangelism   
                                        7:00 p.m.                  
Boy Scout Roundtable     7:00 p.m.

AA                                    7:00 p.m.

Al Anon                            8:00 p.m.


	17 
	18 
Kathryn’s Kloset  

                      9-11:00 a.m.

	19 
Worship w/Comm            8:00 a.m.

Sunday School                9 :00a.m.

Worship w/Comm         10:15 a.m.

Girl Scouts/FH             1-4:00 p.m.


	20 Presidents 
        Day      
TOPS                         6:00 p.m.

WELCA                     7:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts               7:00  p.m.

	21
Webelos & Boy Scouts                 
                                       6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir                   7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                       8:00 p.m.  
	22     Lent begins
Ash Wednesday Service
                              7:30 p.m.
	23
AA                                    7:00 p.m.

Al Anon                           8:00  p.m.

 
	24 
	25 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast @

    Christ UMC      8:00 a.m.

	26 
Worship w/Comm           8:00 a.m.

Sunday School               9 :00a.m.

Worship w/Comm         10:15 a.m.


	27  

TOPS                        6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts              7:00  p.m.

	28  

Webelos & Boy Scouts                 

                                       6:30 p.m.

Senior Choir                   7:00 p.m.

Bell Choir                       8:00 p.m.  
	29 
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St. John’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church

         570-473-3770

    sjelc300@ptd.net

                                       This Sunday at St. John’s
January 15, 2012

8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 

Next Sunday at St. John’s

January 22, 2012  
8:00 a.m. Worship Service with Communion  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service with Communion 



Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon

Dale F. Biesecker, Jr., Pastor

William J. Jacavage, Director of Music   
                     


   Memorials Received





          In Memory of


         Derl Kauffman


                      By 


          June K. Diehl


             Door Fund





     

















 Daily Scripture Readings





January 11		Matthew 14:22-33


January 12		Exodus 13:17-18


January 13		Exodus 33:17-23


January 14		1 Corinthians 2:6-10


January 15		Genesis 2:1-7


January 16		Revelation 2:8-11


January 17		Matthew 8:23-27


January 18		Matthew 16:13-18


January 19		2 Peter 1:3-9


January 20		Romans 12:9-13


January 21		Hebrews 10-:19-25


January 22		Galatians 5:16-23


January 23		Ephesians 5:1-2


January 24		2 Timothy 2:20-22


January 25		Acts 9:1-19








 MEMBERS: Catherine Broome; Carol Diehl; Mike Gautsch; Michael Ray, Richard Bowman.





PRAYER REQUEST:  


Linda Donnelly; Barbara Twigg; Michele Givens; Sandy Northrup; Bob Taylor; LaRue Kratzer; Cheryl Reitz;


Stephen Ippolito; Georgena Smith; Daniel Lyons; Beverly Windus; Betty Leitzel; Marlyn Deihl; Carol Moyer; Kay Drake; Bill Teisher; John Snyder; Mary Erdley; Irene Olley; Janel Gallo Berdell; Steve and Rose Brungard; Ed and Jane DeGand; Lauren Reitz; Cassandra Reichenbach; Darvin Straub; Lisa Forbes; Jim Kline; Ann Burgard Thieman; Tanner Shovlin.  





HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:


Jeff Robinson; Sally Mayer; Elaine Kohl; Betty Hetrick; Romayne Hoffman; Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Jan Albertson; Frances Rohrbach; June Seebold; John Kistner; Margaret Rantz; Linda Ramsey; Cindy Stroh; Margaret Bright; Terry Walker; Phyllis Gordon; Joshua Gordon; Frances Hoffman; Harold  Reid; Ruth  Ramer; Joyce Shearer; Tina Pontius; Bob Wallace; Nancy Hendricks; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Hoffman; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Shirley Wolfe; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill.            





Pray for our military


Kale Gallo; Tom Stover











FEBRUARY 2012





New For 2012





Welcome to the two new Church Council  members, Sherri Doebler and Michael Payne, that will join the rest of the Church Council Disciples in January.





Mike Payne will begin his third term on Church Council, as having served in this capacity in previous years.  Mike and his wife, Bernadette, live close by enough to Church to walk to service.   They have four children; Aaron, Nicholas, Matthew and Samantha and are grandparents to Gavin, 6, and Lydia, 4.  When not working as a salesman at Aubrey Alexander Toyota in Selinsgrove and weather permitting, Mike can usually be found fishing.   Look for Mike at the 8:00 a.m. Sunday service to say hello.





Sherri Doebler lives in Northumberland with her husband, Charles, and two children; CJ, 9 years, and Sabrina, 4 years.  Sherri works for the Muncy School District where she teaches instrumental music.  In addition to enjoying spending time with her family, Sherri’s hobbies also include skiing, canoeing, biking, camping and reading.








BIBLE 101
































Most Americans, religious or not, have heard of and read part or even all of the Bible. It is arguably one of the most often referenced books — or set of books — in our culture.  n its most basic definition, the Bible is a diverse collection of writings, divided into two main sections:


the Old Testament, which tells the story of God’s relationship with and work on behalf of the Hebrew people 


the New Testament, which shares the story of Jesus, God’s Son, and his teachings, death and resurrection, as well as the experiences and faith of the first followers of Jesus


But its meaning — and its significance to the Christian faith — is far more complex and profound. As Lutherans, ELCA members believe that the Bible is the written Word of God. It creates and nurtures faith through the work of the Holy Spirit and points us to Jesus Christ, the living Word and center of our faith. And in reading the Bible, we are invited into a relationship with God that both challenges us and promises us new life.











SOUPER BOWL OF CARING


The 7th & 8th grade Confirmation Class will be participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring. From January 15th to February 5th they will be collecting canned goods and monetary gifts that will be given to our local food pantry at Trinity United Methodist Church. Receptacles for canned goods will be in the back of the sanctuary, in the Adult Sunday School and outside the church office. On Jan. 29th and Feb. 5th the kids will have empty soup bowls in church that they hope to fill with monetary gifts. Your support of this project is greatly appreciated.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS





BLOG ALERT





Check out the Upper Susquehanna Synod blog.   The blog will be used by synod staff and others to share thoughts, ideas, and other information.   You can view the blog at � HYPERLINK "http://www.usselca.wordpress.com" ��www.usselca.wordpress.com�. 





Your synod


supports congregations


and rostered leaders


as they work in their


communities and


throughout the world.








Your churchwide organization


responds to ministry opportunities here and around the world to further the mission of this church.  Some mission support funds may return to your congregation in the form of grants, services, programs and resources.








Your congregation


Shares a portion of this offering—called mission


support—with the other


two expressions of this           


church. Mission support


is the lifeblood of the


work that God does


through the ELCA.


In your congregation you


support:


• Ministry within your


congregation


• Local outreach in your


community








Your weekly offering


Supports the mission of the whole ELCA doing God’s work in the world.   





              


            Address Label








Attendance for January 1, 2012


    10:15 a.m.  Service – 57


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $3913.00


Offering received: $1828.00





Attendance for January 8, 2012


8:00 a.m.  Service – 47   10:15 a.m.  Service –  65 


Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $3913.00


Offering received:  $4086.00











“Ecce Agnus Dei”





	Latin for “Behold, the Lamb of God,” this is the phrase John the Baptist used twice to point out Jesus to others (John 1:29, 36). It marks Jesus’ Epiphany (manifestation, revelation) as the Anointed One (Christ, Messiah).








What Not To Take Into The New Year





• Self-help books — Trust in God first; don’t turn to him as a last resort. (See Proverbs 3:5-6.)





• Tape measure — Consider only God’s standards; don’t compare yourself to other people.   (See Luke 18:9-14.)





• Rearview mirror — Don’t live in the past. You’ll miss out on what God is doing in your life now.     (See Philippians 3:12-14.)





• Gavel — Instead of judging others, pray for them, help them and team with them. (See Luke 6:37-38.)





• Life vest — Don’t be overly cautious spiritually. Peter experienced Jesus in a real way because he dared to step out of the boat. (See Matthew 14:22-33.)





• Garage-door opener — We think we’re networked but often isolate ourselves from our neighbors. God intended for us to live in community with one another. (See Hebrews 10:23-25.)





• Handcuffs — Don’t offer excuses about why you can’t help out. God can do amazing things through  — and despite — us. Just follow him, with no excuses. (See Mark 6:35-44.)


 


                                 —Gregg McCaslin











EPIPHANIES





The word epiphany means to show forth. Epiphanies, both large and small, tend to be private events — yet events with great significance for the public. Trying to share the details with another of an epiphany is fraught with complications. The words are never quite right, and even the most sympathetic listener cannot fully bridge the gap between description and what is was like being there. Most of us keep our personal experiences of the Holy to ourselves. Who would believe it? And who would really understand? The irony is that epiphanies are made for sharing, even as they are impossible to communicate fully.


        


           —Father Thomas Rosica (zenit.org)











Annual Congregational Meeting


Sunday, February 5th following the 


10:15 a.m. service





A year-end powerpoint review of the Annual Reports and approval of the Nominating Committee for 2012 are scheduled on the agenda.








Together we fund the following ministries:





61 new congregations approved in 2010


195 existing congregations intentionally focused on renewal


250 mission personnel in 50 countries, including 49 young adult volunteers


Ministry projects in over 90 countries


8 seminaries


26 colleges and universities


Over 180 campus ministries, with cooperating congregations in campus ministries at an additional 400 campuses nationwide


1530 Lutheran early childhood education centers, from birth through age five


257 Lutheran elementary schools, K-8 and 14 high schools


145 outdoor ministries


Health and pension benefits for retired clergy, mission personnel and lay church workers


Long-term community development


Advocacy with the United Nations, federal and state government and corporate development


Partnerships with The Lutheran World Federation, World Council of Churches and National Council of Churches in Christ.








Year End Reports Due





Reminder to all Committee Chairpersons that year-end reports are due by January 25th.   Thank you for your cooperation.

















A special note of thanks to all who helped with the holiday gifts for our homebound members and military personnel.  The special note pads, pencils, word search books, homemade cookies, candies, and the beautiful snowman ornament made by Peggy Campbell, were well received by our members.   Also thanks to all who made personal visits to deliver these gifts – many “thank you notes” have been received from members who appreciated being remembered.


						             Esther Bartholomew, 


                                     Chairperson





PLEASE NOTE:    There will be no Social Ministry meeting in January.  The next scheduled meeting is February 9th at 6:00 p.m. in the Church Library.








